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THE NAVY FLEET AFTER THE WAR  

 
Germany, Italy and Japan trying to expand their borders created World War II. The western or allied 

countries were not prepared for this and had to put a stop to it as fast as possible before these three claimed 

the world. This involved two major details and the first was the construction of a fence to try to prevent this 

from going any farther. The second involved not only in keeping this fence in good repair, but pushing it 

back where it belonged. The one deed, which made this possible so quickly, was the production ingenuity 

of the American people, and the natural resources of the United States and Canada. Russia at this time was 

on our side for the simple reason she was on the opposite side of Germany. On termination of this war, 

World War II, the demobilization of this vast allied war machine was to take place.  

 

What happened to each of the many ships we Canadians constructed and operated during this war is a 

question I have asked myself many times. Since these ships required so many trained radiotelegraph 

operators I have wondered where they all went. The first of these fleets I will attempt to describe was that 

of the Royal Canadian Navy, starting with the largest of these and working down to the smallest. 

 

The two largest naval vessels during the war were the two British Escort Carriers, HMS NABOB and HMS 

PUNCHER and these were returned to the Royal Navy. NABOB was not in the best of shape when 

returned, due to the fact she was torpedoed on August 22
nd

, 1944, by U-354 off North Cape, killing twenty-

one of her crew and injuring six others. She managed to limp home to the Firth of Forth and did not see 

service again during the war. 

 

 
Public Archives Canada F-2080                                                               

                                                                                             HMS NABOB 

 

These Escort Carriers were a design and construction project of the United States to provide flying 

protection for convoys. Not only would aircraft provide visibility for much greater distances, from the air 

you can see much farther below the surface of water than you can on the surface. The Royal Canadian 



Navy did not have an Air Branch at this time, that is the reason these two Escort Carriers had British 

aircrews. Each of these two carriers carried about one thousand men and luckily more were not injured or 

killed during the torpedoing of NABOB. 

 

These Escort Carriers were constructed from new merchant ship hulls known as the type C3-S-A1 at 

Seattle-Tacoma Shipbuilding Corporation, Tacoma, Washington. Nineteen of them were transferred from 

the United States Navy to Britain under lend-lease terms and all nineteen were further converted by Burrard 

Dry Dock Company, on the west coast, for the Royal Navy. Although these nineteen were new ships this 

conversion was necessary in order for the ships to operate under Royal Navy procedures. It was felt easier 

to convert the ships than retrain the men to operate under the U. S. Navy system. All nineteen were around 

ten thousand tons displacement and were capable of sixteen knots, carrying twenty aircraft each. They were 

492 feet long overall by 69 ½ feet. They were of all steel construction except for the flight deck that was of 

wooden plank. Nearly all nineteen were returned to the United States on termination of the war. NABOB 

was originally the USS EDISTO and after the war was put up for sale. In 1952 she was purchased and 

towed to Bremen, Germany, and became the German freighter of the same name, NABOB, with German 

call sign DEBN. 

 

HMS PUNCHER was the former USS WILLAPA and was converted to a freighter after the war. She was 

given several names over the years, first in 1948 as MUNCASTER CASTLE, second in 1954 as BARDIC, 

and was still listed in 1966 as the BENNEVIS under British registry with call sign GFMZ. 

 

Another of these nineteen Escort Carriers deserves mentioning because Bob Minty, who retired from VCS, 

was one of her radio officers. USS WINJAH became HMS REAPER and on termination of the war became 

the British freighter, SOUTH AFRICA STAR with call sign GUAU. Bob served in her in the latter capacity 

sailing from the United Kingdom, via the Panama Canal to Australia and New Zealand, with the occasional 

visit to one of the West Coast United States ports. The GUAU radio room had the equipment laid out so 

that each component was mounted in its own case or cabinet on desks built in the radio room. The 

equipment was American, an ITT Mackay and an RCA Receiver mounted on a shelf just above the 

operating position, for that purpose. On the operatorôs left was the ITT Mackay medium frequency 

transmitter and on his right the high frequency transmitter, also ITT Mackay. The remainder of the 

equipment, the emergency installation, was mounted on a separate desk off out of the way. A most 

convenient station and one I always found more pleasant to operate and maintain. Bob states they had very 

few, if any problems with the equipment while he was on board. On this particular run he can remember 

having to rendezvous with another ship that had a sick crewmember on board who was transferred to 

SOUTH AFRICA STAR. This involved using their radio direction finder in order to make contact with 

each other. SOUTH AFRICA STAR carried a Doctor because of the fact her crew numbered over sixty. 

 

While Bob was on this run, New Zealand Shipping had been disrupted in a strike of the London Dock 

employees, which made an interesting break for SOUTH AFRICA STAR. She was elected to stop over at 

Pitcairn Island with the mail, etc., that was normally carried by New Zealand Shipping. Bob claims he will 

always remember their stop at Pitcairn. There are no docks as such and the natives come out alongside any 

visiting vessel in their boats. Oneôs first impression is that it would be impossible for a boat to come out 

because of the large surf. Not so, the natives hit these seas with all the fun a Pitcairn Islander seems to get 

out of life. These boats are tossed high into the air and come down practically out of sight in the troughs. 

All the while each occupant (including the women) is pulling hard on the oars. To add much colour to the 

picture each one is singing. The south sea natives love to sing. Having met some of them from my 

BOUNTY experience I can well understand why Bob will never forget his stop at Pitcairn. Such an 

experience as this was enough for First Mate Christensen to instigate a mutiny against Captain Bligh of the 

BOUNTY back in 1789. 

 

THE AIRCRAFT CARRIERS AFTER WORLD WAR II  

 
After World War II the Royal Canadian Navy created a Naval Air Branch that was to have three Aircraft 

Carriers. These three were: 

 



31  CZCL  WARRIOR 

21  CZCD  MAGNIFICENT 

22  CGLE  BONAVENTURE 

 

Both Jim Cable and John Leightizer who served on the VCS station staff, served in BONAVENTURE as 

naval radiotelegraph operators (Radiomen). 
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                       HMCS BONAVENTURE off Belfast, Northern Ireland, October 8
th
, 1956 

 

THE CRUISERS AFTER WORLD WAR II  
 

The next largest naval vessels during the war were the two Cruisers UGANDA and ONTARIO. UGANDA 

was sent with British forces to the Pacific to give the United States Navy a hand in pushing their portion of 

the fence back towards Japan, during the last few months of the war. She was under the command of 

Commodore H. F. Pullen at this time, mentioned elsewhere on these pages as Rear Admiral, who has 

written some very interesting books on the subject of ships. The Canadian Navy planned a fleet of some 

sixty ships to operate in the Pacific, but UGANDA was the only one to see any action. UGANDA was 

renamed QUEBEC and served the R.C.N. until 1956. The other Cruiser, the ONTARIO, joined the R.C.N. 

in the spring of 1945, but the war ended before she actually joined the fleet in the Pacific. ONTARIO was 

to serve the R.C.N. until 1958. 

  

   31 & 66   CZCK  QUEBEC 

   32 & 53   CZCF  ONTARIO 

  

THE DESTROYERS AFTER WORLD WAR II  
 

The Destroyers were the next largest ship, in the Navyôs fleet and a number of those that served during the 

war were to serve until the 1960ôs. These were as follow with their Pendant Number, International Call 

Sign, Name, and Radiotelephone Call: 

 

   213 CZJS NOOTKA ñSand Ironò 

   214    CYVN   MICMAC            ñHollywoodò 

   215    CGJD    HAIDA              ñKing Cobraò 

   216    CGXY  HURON             ñJersey Bounceò 

   217    CZGD    IROQUOIS        ñJack Stoneò 



   218    CGWN  CAYUGA           ñMotorolaò 

   219    CYWM  ATHABASKAN  ñNight Letterò 

   224    CZJX    ALGONQUIN    ñOpen Roadò 

   225    CZJY    SIOUX               ñThrowbackò 

   226    CZCC  CRESCENT      ñLost Angelò 

   228    CGJG   CRUSADER      ñLead Mineò 

 

The present Canadian naval fleet is not listed for security reasons in the International Telecommunication 

Union Publications. They have not been listed since the 1959 List of Ship Stations. This makes little if any 

sense because they are the only fleet which religiously ñmake their numberò while entering and leaving 

port. We radio operators needed to know these call signs, in order to properly communicate with them. For 

a while a Mr. C. C. Cox in the United States did a fine job in keeping us informed via his publication ñList 

of Ships fitted with Radiotelegraphò. He had the Canadian naval ships listed. The Destroyer Escorts known 

as the ST. Laurent Class were listed. 

 

THE ST LAURENT CLASS DESTROYER ESCORTS 

 
205  CGXG  ST LAURENT  ñBlessò 

206    CZFX   SAGUENAY      ñNymphò 

207    CGWP  SKEENA 

229    CZCW  OTTAWA       ñChargeò 

230    CGNJ   MARGAREE      ñDrowseò 

233    CZFG   FRASER           ñShaftò 

234    CGJL    ASSINIBOINE  ñKings Ladyò 

235    CZGJ   CHAUDIERE   ñSnackò 

236    CGWF  GATINEAU  

256    CGJI     ST CROIX 

257    CZDE  RESTIGOUCHE ñRouteò 

258    CGKG  KOOTENAY  

259    CZJV   TERRA NOVA  ñQuillò 

260    CGJR    COLUMBIA 

261    CGYZ   MACKENZIE 

262    CYRE  SASKATCHEWAN 

263    CYRO  YUKON  

264    CYQD  QUôAPPELLE 

265    CGKB  ANNAPOLIS     ñArgoò 

266    CGZP   NIPIGON           ñNight Rulerò 

 

THE 280 CLASS DESTROYERS 

 
The four 280 or Iroquois Class were listed in Mr. Coxôs publication: 

 

280  CZGD IROQUOIS 

281    CGXY  HURON 

282    CYWM ATHABASKAN  

283    CZJX    ALGONQUIN 

 

As can be seen these CY, CG, and CZ, prefixes stood out clearly from the other international prefix 

allotments to this country. If all the call signs had been issued randomly to all ships of every type they 

would hardly be noticed when heard over the air. At least anyone who had nothing better to do than keep 

track of a certain type of ship would have plenty on his mind in order to tell one from another. Now that 

they use satellite communications the naval radiomen probably do not know nor use these call signs. The 

signalmen use them via flag hoist. 

 



THE CORVETTES AFTER WORLD WAR II  

 
Although the Corvettes were the ships to make the Royal Canadian Navy during this war, they were made 

obsolete with the introduction of the Frigates. Therefore all but one of these Corvettes ended their career 

with the Navy on termination of World War II. The one retained was SACKVILLE. She served for many 

years in the naval auxiliary portion of their fleet with civilian crews. She served mainly as a research vessel 

and had her basic design altered several times. When her service was no longer required and she was 

headed for the scrap yard, some former naval members created a trust and saved her. They restored her to 

her original World War II configuration and have her as a museum at Halifax, Nova Scotia. SACKVILLE 

is one of the naval ships that retained her World War II call sign.  

 

532 & 113 CGTJ SACKVILLE 

 

 
Paul du Mesnil 

                          The Canadian Marconi CM11 unit aboard CFAV SACKVILLE 

 



 
Paul du Mesnil 

This is Radio Officer Paul du Mesnil operating CGTJ on board the former corvette CFAV SACKVILLE. 

The unit at his elbow is the Canadian Marconi medium frequency direction finder MDF-5 and the 

radiotelephone is a Canadian Marconi transceiver. 

 

THE FRIGATES AFTER WORLD WAR II  

 
The Navy retained twenty-one of the seventy Frigates, and in 1953 HMCS PRESTONIAN was again 

commissioned in the Navy after being completely modified to the point you could hardly tell the River 

Class configuration. All twenty-one were to receive this modernization shortly after PRESTONIAN and 

they all became known as Prestonian Class Frigates. Some of these Prestonian Class Frigates were sold to 

foreign navies shortly after this conversion, but many remained with the R.C.N.  Three of the seventy 

Frigates were converted to Department of Transport Weather Ships for Ocean Station ñPò with call sign 

4YP. These are shown with their D.O.T. call signs ï the three with the CGG prefix. 

 



301    CGJC   ANTIGONISH  ñEvent Zò 

302    CYZY CGGR ST STEPHEN     ñDefy Mò 

303    CGJJ     BEACON HILL    ñChapel Wò 

304    CYTQ     NEW WATERFORD    ñEvent Dò 

305    CGWV    LA HULLOISE    ñJigger Lò 

306    CYRF     SWANSEA     ñHoodlum Jò 

307    CGXC     PRESTONIAN     ñRevival Bò 

308    CGLU     INCH ARRAN     ñBellamy Mò 

309    CGTC     STE THERESE     ñMadeira Sò 

310    CGZV     OUTREMONT     ñEllsworth Hò 

311    CGLH     STETTLER     ñVicsburg Mò 

312    CGWB    FORT ERIE     ñAbner Wò 

313    CZFM     SUSSEXVALE     ñCalamity Pò 

314    CGZB     BUCKINGHAM    ñYearly Tò 

315    CYXF     NEW GLASGOW    ñMadeira Qò 

316    CYMD    PENETANG     ñAbner Vò 

317    CZJM     CAP DE LA MADELEINE   ñWallop Mò 

318    CZJZ     JONQUIERE     ñFancy Ball Lò 

319    CZGL     TORONTO     ñRetention Lò 

320    CGVF     VICTORIAVILLE    ñThunderbolt Xò 

321    CGRE     LANARK     ñSuspender Yò 

322    CYVH     LAUZON     ñEngrave Tò  

323    CYWY CGGP    STONE TOWN 

324    CGLS  CGGQ   ST CATHERINES 

 

 
Wright and Logan, Portsmouth, England 

 

HMCS SWANSEA, fondly thought of as the family ship, because my uncle William A. Roscoe served in 

the engineering staff of this ship and was on board when the photo was taken off Swansea, Wales, in 1953. 

Seven years later I was assigned to the communications staff. Shortly after this photograph was taken 

SWANSEA was converted to the Prestonian Class. 

 

These four letter international call signs listed above are the ones in use after World War II. Some of the 

call signs are their World War II call and others are not. For some reason some of the post war ships had 

their call changed. 

 



These radiotelephone call codes were interesting. With the addition of the letter there could be 26 calls with 

the same prefix and these were used with the phonetic alphabet.  

 

There were many phonetic alphabets in use over the years. The Army, Navy, Police, Amateur Radio, and 

so on each had one and they all were different. One was known as the city alphabet because each word in 

use was the name of some city. 

 

The one that became standard, and may still be in use, is known as the International Civil Aviation 

Organization (ICAO) phonetic alphabet. The following is the official version one was to use in 

pronouncing each letter, figure and so on: 

 

For the pronunciation of letters and figures by radiotelephony or by voice over a loud hailer: 

 

Letter Code Word Pronunciation 

                 

A        ALPHA             AL FAH 

B        BRAVO             BRAH VOH 

C        CHARLIE        CHAR LEE (or SHAR LEE) 

D        DELTA              DELL TAH  

E        ECHO                 ECK OH 

F        FOXTROT       FOKS TROT 

G       GOLF              GOLF 

H       HOTEL              HOH TELL  

I         INDIA              IN DEE AH 

J         JULIET              JEW LEE ETT 

K       KILO                KEY LOH 

L        LIMA               LEE MAH 

M      MIKE                MIKE 

N       NOVEMBER    NO VEM BER 

O       OSCAR             OSS CAH 

P        PAPA              PAH PAH 

Q       QUEBEC         KEH BECK 

R       ROMEO            ROW ME OH 

S        SIERRA           SEE AIR RAH 

T        TANGO            TANG GO 

U       UNIFORM      YOU NEE FORM (or OO NEE FORM) 

V       VICTOR          VIK TAH 

W      WHISKEY      WISS KEY 

X       XRAY             ECKS RAY 

Y       YANKEE        YANG KEY 

Z        ZULU              ZOO LOO 

 

Note: The Boldfaced syllables are emphasized. 

 

In other words there could be 26 Abners, Abner Alpha through to Abner Zulu inclusive, Thunderbolt Alpha 

through to Thunderbolt Zulu, and so on. With a little imagination every ship, every official in the Navy, 

every official in the country for that matter, could have their very own radiotelephone call code.  

 

We very seldom pronounced any of the words as listed. We simply spoke each word as one would in 

normal conversation although I remember practicing this list to the point I have been unable to pronounce 

victor correctly since.  

 

Figure Spelling Table: 

 

Code Word  Pronunciation 

 



1       UNAONE           OO-NAH-WUN 

2       BISSOTWO       BEES-SOH-TOO 

3       TERRATHREE    TAY-RAH-TREE 

4       KARTEFOUR      KAR-TAY-FOWER 

5        PANTAFIVE          PAN-TAH-FIVE 

6        SOXISIX                 SOK-SEE-SIX 

7        SETTESEVEN        SAY-TAY-SEVEN 

8        OKTOEIGHT          OK-TOH-AIT  

9        NOVENINE            NO-VAY -NINER 

0       NADAZERO     NAH-DAH-ZAY-ROH 

.         DECIMAL               DAY-SEE-MAL  

+        FULL STOP            STOP 

 

Note: Each syllable should be equally emphasized. The second component of each Code word is the Code 

word used in the Aeronautical Mobile Service.  

 

If anyone started to pronounce the alphabet and figures from the above tables one would feel the brew the 

boys had going in the paint locker was more than ready for serving. The only thing we used was the figure 

nine. We simply called it NINER so we would not confuse the figure nine with the figure five. 

 

Naturally all of the larger ships in this Navy fleet were to have not only a number of radio rooms, but ample 

equipment. The equipment in a Prestonian Class Frigate for radiotelegraph and radiotelephone 

communications was: 

All this equipment was Canadian Marconi Company 

One PV500 transmitter  

About four CM11 transmitters 

Several CSR5 receivers 

 

There were a number of transmitters and receivers for use on the very high frequencies. I do not know if 

they were Canadian Marconi equipment. One can find an excellent description of this equipment on the 

web site of Jerry Proc VE3FAB. 

 

HMCS ST STEPHEN was a naval weather ship as well as a department of transport weather ship. She will 

be described with the weather ships. She was not converted to Prestonian Class. She was converted to a 

D.O.T. weather ship. 

 

 



Royal Canadian Navy HS-44517 

                                                         HMCS OUTREMONT 

 
John Leightizer 

                                       HMCS BUCKINGHAM ñmaking her numberò C G Z B 

Radio Staff: 

P1RM3   F. Micallef 

P2RM2   C. Green 

ABRM1  P. Rowan 

ABRM1  I. Deslandes 

OSRMS  Cyr 

ABRS1   G. Ball 

ABRS1   J. Hickey 

 



 
Pat Sweeney. Dublin, Ireland 

              HMCS LAUZON entering Dublin, Ireland 1962 ñmaking her numberò C Y V H 

Radio Staff: 

P1RM3   D. Bruce 

LSRM2   J. Bechard 

ABRM1  J. Lloyd 

ABRM1  G. Robelliard 

ABRM1  P. Fretz 

ABRM1  J. Leightizer 

OSRMS  H. Gallant 

LSRS2   E. Vhutch 

LSRS2   D. Preston 

 



    
                      John Leightizer 

                                                                   HMCS LAUZON 
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                                                                HMCS SWANSEA 



 
S. G. ñSpudò Roscoe 

Radio One HMCS SWANSEA 1960 ï left to right: Don Ryan ABRM, Malcolm McPhail OSRM, Ron Bell 

ABSG (standing) and Dave Carlin OSSG 

 

  HMCS SWANSEA COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT ï 1960 

                 A listing from the shipôs Christmas card of 1960. 

    A/CMD.O   B.E. Moss 

    

    Signalman 

    P2SG3   D. Marsh                  

    LSSG2   J. Bain                                  

    ABSG1   R. Laronde                            

    ABSG1   M. MacPhail 

    OSSG1   R. Bell 

    OSSGS   D. Carlin 

    OSSGS   D. Kendall 

    OSSGS   C. Godfrey 

     

    Radioman 

    P1RM3   J. Rusnak 

    LSRM2   J. Lalumiere 

    ABRM1  C. LeBlanc 

    OSRMS  G. Thibault 

    OSRMS  R. Dunham 

    OSRMS  M. Travers 

     

    Radioman Special 

    LSRS2   A. Crabbe 

    ABRS1   S. Roscoe 

 



         
S. G. ñSpudò Roscoe 

Spud Roscoe operating the DAU HF Direction Finder, copying traffic from the SP600 Receiver in Radio 

Four, and operating the SRE; HMCS SWANSEA 1960. 

 

Many former naval personnel who also worked at the VCS station had sailed in the Prestonian Class 

Frigates. Bill Turner on the technical staff sailed in CAP DE LA MADELEINE; Dave MacKinnon in 

BEACON HILL; Norm Brooks in STE THERESE; John Leightizer in LANARK and BUCKINGHAM and 

I spent some time in OUTREMONT, BUCKINGHAM and SWANSEA. Bill, Dave, Norm and John were 

Radiomen. I was a Radioman Special rating and operated Radio Four. The Radioman Special branch did 

the radio direction finding work. My Chief Petty Officers and Petty Officers were the ones who had taken 

the radio direction finding bearings of the U-boats during World War II. It was a most interesting job. I did 

not get the chance but many within this branch exchanged with members of the United States Navy. I 

worked with several American Chief and Petty Officers while I was stationed at HMCS COVERDALE, 

Moncton, New Brunswick. The equivalent rating in the United States Navy was their Communications 

Technician. 

 

THE ICEBREAKERS, REPAIR SHIPS AND SUPPLY SHIPS 

 
As near as I can tell there have been two icebreakers to serve in the Royal Canadian Navy only. The first 

was HMCS EARL GREY and she was built in 1909 to act as a ferry between Prince Edward Island and the 

mainland. She was taken over by the navy during World War I and was listed as an icebreaker and not a 

patrol vessel or any other type of vessel. She was sold to Russia early in the war in 1914 and a Canadian 

naval crew delivered her to Russia. Alf Lawton was her Warrant Officer Telegraphist. 

 

HMCS LABRADOR was a Heavy Icebreaker constructed from the plans of the United States Coast Guard 

Wind Class Icebreakers, and was the second icebreaker to serve in the Canadian navy. HMCS 

LABRADOR was listed as an Arctic Patrol Vessel and not as an Icebreaker. I believe the U.S. Coast Guard 

had around six of these, but the type name comes from the four that were named WESTWIND, 

EASTWIND, NORTHWIND and SOUTHWIND. LABRADOR served a four-year hitch in the Navy from 

1953 until 1957, and was then transferred to the Department of Transport fleet. When this change came 

about she naturally could not retain her naval call sign of CGVM. This had to be changed to CGGM from 

the D.O.T. block of call signs.  

 

VDI  HMCS EARL GREY 

50 CGVM HMCS LABRADOR 

 

The two Repair Ships were the CAPE SCOTT and the CAPE BRETON, named for two capes, one on each 

coast of Canada. These ships came from a fleet of twenty-one maintenance and repair ships that had been 

constructed from merchant ship hulls for the Royal Navy during the final months of World War II. CAPE 

BRETON was launched on April 25
th
, 1945, and served the Royal Navy as FLAMBOROUGH HEAD until 

1951 when she became HMCS CAPE BRETON. CAPE SCOTT was launched on March 20
th
, 1945. From 

1947 until 1950 she was the RNN VULKAAN, a part of the Royal Netherlands Naval Fleet. She returned 

to the Royal Navy as BEACHY HEAD in 1950 and in 1952 became HMCS CAPE SCOTT. 

 

100    CGXR    HMCS CAPE BRETON 

101    CGTH    HMCS CAPE SCOTT 
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                                                              HMCS CAPE BRETON 

 

                          
                               A .W. ñBertò Hawling 

This is the HARTLAND POINT a sister of HMCS CAPE BRETON and HMCS CAPE SCOTT in 1979. 

The HARTLAND POINT had call sign GKZG. 

 



 
Canadian Armed Forces DNS-24901  

                                                         HMCS CAPE SCOTT 

 

Joe Morrow retired a Chief Radioman in the R.C.N. and served for a time on the VCS station staff. Joe was 

the Chief Radioman in CAPE SCOTT for several years. Their radio rooms were small and along the lines 

of a merchant ship for the period. When they first served in the R.C.N. they were fitted with a CM11 as 

their main transmitter. This proved rather useless in trying to maintain contact with Halifax Radio CFH 

from the West Indies, and the operators had to impose upon the good nature of American warships in their 

area to relay their messages to Halifax. Shortly after this performance a PV500 was installed, and after that 

while they were with the fleet they acted as a communications relay station. The operators had to 

commandeer a portion of the bridge when available because they had little room in the Radio Room. The 

PV500 meant they had communications but little room to operate. 

 

The average speed of these two was seven knots, so whenever they were going to be needed they departed 

several weeks in advance of the fleet they were to service. They were floating workshops and were 

excellent ships to sail in. The crews were made up of the cream of the Navyôs technical trades and the finest 

of a fine bunch with which to work. If there was something these guys could not supply or repair, they 

invariably could rig a ñmake doò until the ship returned to a major centre. 

 

Many of the radio operators in these ships obtained their Amateur Radio Licence. A big help to all 

concerned. Not only did it give the crews some contact with mother and the kids back home, but many 

capers were performed by these stations. My reason for mentioning this is the fact that at one time CAPE 

SCOTT needed an odd part. One of the radio operators contacted an obliging Ham (Amateur Radio 

Operator) in the New York area and he obtained this part. On arrival in Bermuda the part was there, when 

the normal chain of command would have created considerable delay. 

 

Both Repair Ships terminated their naval service years ago. HMCS CAPE BRETON terminated her service 

in 1994. On October 20
th
, 2001, she was sunk in a diving park off Nanaimo, British Columbia. My uncle, 

Harland Whitman had served as a civilian instructor in CAPE BRETON back in the 1950ôs when she acted 

as an engineering school while alongside at Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

 



Quite a few former naval ships have been sunk in diving parks. HMCS SASKATCHEWAN is sunk in the 

same park as CAPE BRETON. 

 

There have been at least five Supply Ships to serve in the Royal Canadian Navy. The two supply ships, 

HMCS PROVIDER and HMCS PRESERVER that I have recorded with the Fairmiles acted as Mother 

Ships to these little ships. Their correct listing with the navy was as a Fairmile Base Supply Ship. Both 

terminated their Canadian naval careers at the end of World War II and became members of the Peruvian 

Navy. 

 

The navy had another supply ship built in 1963 in Quebec that became another HMCS PROVIDER. This 

ship made it possible for the other naval ships to remain at sea for extended periods. PROVIDER could 

refuel and re-supply the other ships while steaming alongside, one on either side and from experience 

gained from this the navy had two more built in Saint John, New Brunswick. My ñUncle Billò, Chief 

Engineering Mechanic William A. Roscoe was stationed in Saint John with these two when built. These 

two were commissioned in 1969 and 1970, another PRESERVER and the other HMCS PROTECTEUR. 

 

The five Supply Ships, their pendant number, call sign, radiotelephone call code and the type of vessel as 

listed in the naval list of ships: 

 

F94  CGNR HMCS PRESERVER               Fairmile Base Supply Ship 

F100    CGLJ    HMCS PROVIDER                  Fairmile Base Supply Ship 

508      CZCF   HMCS PROVIDER      ñUnequalledò    Fleet Replenishment Ship 

509      CYTV   HMCS PROTECTEUR    ñJigger Lò         Fleet Replenishment Ship 

510      CGRG   HMCS PRESERVER      ñFireworks Hò     Operation Support Ship 

 

I do not know what made HMCS PRESERVER an Operation Support Ship and the other two a Fleet 

Replenishment Ship. This HMCS PRESERVER and HMCS PROTECTEUR were identical and they were 

different in appearance than the second HMCS PROVIDER. The second HMCS PROVIDER was 

decommissioned and laid up at Halifax, Nova Scotia, in July 1998. She was used to make a movie about a 

Russian submarine ñThe Widow Makerò in 2000 while laid up. A navy is the only outfit that could afford 

to operate her because of her high powered engines so the Canadian government is having a hard time 

trying to sell her. 

 

Canada has recycled several four-letter call signs she has assigned over the years. I will never understand 

why, but CZCF was HMCS ONTARIOôs call sign. Canada has been allotted many thousand four-character 

call signs over the years by the International Telecommunication Union. There has been no need to recycle 

any or split them up to identify the owner/operator of the ship they were assigned. 

 

Canadians have fought with and for the United States in every war the United States has had, including 

their civil war of the 1860ôs. There were Canadians on both sides of their civil war. We never get any credit 

for participating in these wars, but will likely continue to participate with and for them in any future 

skirmish they have. 

 

HMCS PROTECTEUR, HMCS ATHABASKAN and HMCS TERRA NOVA departed Halifax, Nova 

Scotia, on August 24
th
, 1990, for the Persian Gulf. Canada called this Operation Friction and the Americans 

called this Desert Storm. These three ships took 5 Sea King Helicopters with them and served with the 

American forces in this war. HMCS HURON was based on the West Coast and went across the Pacific 

Ocean and joined this fleet. After this war terminated HMCS HURON came home via the Atlantic and on 

to the West Coast via the Panama Canal, circumnavigating the world. A squadron of Canadian CF18 

Fighter Aircraft participated in this war. 

 

HMCS HURON has been decommissioned and in 2006 there is a plan to sink her as an artificial reef along 

with several other former Canadian naval ships. 

 

HMCS PRESERVER, HMCS IROQUOIS and HMCS CHARLOTTETOWN departed Halifax, Nova 

Scotia, on October 17
th
, 2001, for the Arabian Sea. These three met up with HMCS HALIFAX already in 



route to this war on terrorism. HMCS HALIFAX was on NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) 

exercises around Spain when the orders for these four were received. Canada calls this Operation Apollo. 

These four ships had six to eight Sea King Helicopters with them and served with the American forces in 

this war. A West Coast ship, HMCS VANCOUVER, left for this war via the Pacific Ocean on October 

29
th
, 2001. VANCOUVER was in exercises off the California coast when ordered and joined an U.S. 

carrier group. The Canadian ships spend a lot of time in exercises with U.S. carrier groups so when needed 

they blend right in with the U.S. Navy. Three C-130 Hercules transport aircraft, two Aurora coastal patrol 

aircraft, and one Airbus (a combined passenger cargo aircraft) joined this armada. The Aurora is the 

Canadian version of the P3 Orion.  

 

Both HMCS ST. JOHNôS and HMCS TORONTO worked towards a high state of readiness in case they 

were needed and HMCS TORONTO departed Halifax, Nova Scotia, on December 5
th
, 2001, to replace 

HMCS HALIFAX with NATO. Every crewmember in HMCS TORONTO was wearing a Toronto Maple 

Leafs Toque when they sailed out the harbour. These hats were donated by the city of Toronto. The 

Toronto Maple Leafs hockey team is one of the original six hockey teams to form the National Hockey 

League.  

 

HMCS ST. JOHNôS departed Halifax, Nova Scotia, on May 1
st
, 2002, to join Operation Apollo as the ninth 

Canadian ship to serve in this war against terrorism according to the Halifax newspapers. HMCS 

HALIFAX, HMCS PRESERVER, HMCS IROQUOIS and HMCS CHARLOTTETOWN had all returned 

safely a few weeks before HMCS ST. JOHNôS departed. HMCS ST. JOHNòS joined HMCS OTTAWA, 

HMCS ALGONQUIN and HMCS TORONTO. The supply ship HMCS PROTECTEUR based on the West 

Coast joined Operation Apollo shortly after HMCS ST. JOHNôS.  

 

THE ALGERINE CLASS MINESWEEPERS AFTER WORLD W AR II  

 
The Navy retained nine of the twelve Algerine Class Minesweepers or Escort Vessels, whichever term you 

prefer. MIDDLESEX was lost shortly after the war when she ran aground on Shut In Island, just to the east 

of the approaches to Halifax on December 2
nd

, 1946. The Navy removed all they could and left the rest to 

the fate of the elements. My description of the post war RCMP FRENCH mentions this accident. 

 

FORT FRANCES and NEW LISKEARD also served other government departments such as the 

Department of Transport and Department of the Environment. Naturally they had to have a different call 

sign while serving in that capacity. FORT FRANCES was CGCK and NEW LISKEARD was CGCF. 

 

The nine Algerines retained were: 

 

168  CZJR    NEW LISKEARD    ñExtort Eò 

169    CYVX    PORTAGE     ñAssort Wò 

170    CGKP    FORT FRANCES   ñEqual Nò 

171    CYZV    KAPUSKASING    ñMenu Kò 

172    CYVZ    WALLACEBURG    ñBarmaid Aò 

173    CGJB    ROCKCLIFFE     ñCabot Lò 

174    CYZG    OSHAWA     ñBarmaid Xò 

176    CYVS    SAULT STE MARIE    ñJigger Pò 

177    CYVT  WINNIPEG     ñInlet Wò 

 

HMCS FORT FRANCES retained her World War II CZJQ call sign for a short time after the war. 

 

THE BANGOR CLASS MINESWEEPERS AFTER WORLD WAR II  

 
Ten of the fifty-four Bangor Class Minesweepers had Diesel engines and the rest had Steam engines. The 

Navy kept three of the ten after it was realized the Mounted Police could not afford them. This is explained 

with my description of the RCMP fleet. They were: 

 



178    CYQP  BROCKVILLE   ñBarmaid Yò 

179    CYQK  DIGBY    ñMariner Iò 

180    CYQX  GRANBY    ñFancy Ball Yò 

 

The Navy used HMCS GRANBY as a Diving Tender based at Halifax, Nova Scotia. The other two were 

training vessels. When the Korean War broke out, the Navy decided to re-commission eighteen more 

Bangorôs. These all had steam engines and were as follow: 

 

181  CGKS DRUMMONDVILLE  

182    CGJT    KENTVILLE     ñNative Mò 

183    CGRQ  PORT HOPE 

184    CZDN GANANOQUE  

185    CGVB  SWIFT CURRENT 

186    CGYF  MALPEQUE 

187    CZCP  WESTMOUNT 

188    CGLW NIPIGON 

189    CZDH  MINAS 

190    CGRH  SARNIA 

191    CGXE  KENORA 

192    CGQV  MAHONE 

193    CZFI    BLAIRMORE  

194    CZCR  MILLTOWN  

195    CGVS    FORT WILLIAM  

196    CGRC  RED DEER 

197    CZGF    MEDICINE HAT 

198    CZJD    GODERICH 

 

Only two, HMCS KENTVILLE and HMCS MINAS were re-commissioned for a short period each as 

training vessels. The four letter international call sign listed here is not their World War II call sign. 
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