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THE FAIRMILES

When | realized | was never going to have a book on this history | kept addingrtoniy fovn enjoyment
especially this section on the Fairmiles. Joan and | will have been married 46 years on Sefte2aogt. 7
Joan is one of the Kinney girls from Kinney Road, Ashmore, Nova Scotia and her family helped construct
these Fairmiles so the ¥8eymouth builtcopies are like familyJerry Proc VE3FAB now has his version

of this section on his web site under Fairmile Radio Fit.

Our shipyards were to turn out 456 merchant ships and some 300 naval vessels during World War Il. These
ships were biii by a number of shipyards and the size of the yard normally dictated the size of the ships it
constructed. The little ships known by the name Fairmile fascinate me most of the naval ships constructed.
The British Fairmile Company designed them, so thigdBrand British Commonwealth navies called them
Fairmiles. They were designed as a sister ship to the Submarine Chaser of the United States Navy. At the
outbreak of World War Il steps were taken for the smaller Canadian shipyards to build a fleed bftkhes

ships for the Royal Canadian Navy. Fiftine were built in yards on the Great Lakes. Fourteen were built

in British Columbia and seven were built at Weymouth, Nova Scotia, for a total of 80. They were not

named and were known as HMC ML followey their number. The ML stood for Motor Launch. Their

numbers commenced with 050daterminated at 129. Their peardt number commenced with the letter Q
followed by their assigned number and this was painted on their bows. This was Q050 to Q129 inclusive.
Their crews called them AQ Boatso or AQ Fiftyd and so
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Canadian Armed Forces
This isWeymouth builtHMC ML120 off the approaches to Halifax, Nova Scotia, under full power.

Actually these Canadian shipyards built eigbight of these little shs and eight were turned over to the
United States Navy. All eight were of the early program and were absorbed within their Submarine Chaser
fleet complete with Submarine Chaser number/names.

Some parts of these little ships were built from a kit anditisefor these Canadian built copies were
manufactured here in Canada. My former neighbour, the late Camille Comeau, helped construct the
Weymouth built vessels. He spoke of fitting the prefabricated bulkheads in place. These kits were shipped
to Weymouthby the railroad. He and | used to talk about these little ships quite often.

Apparently there were nearly seven hundred copies of these little ships built in thirteen different nations

from 1940 until 1945. An article written by James Davies titled FkrB1Type Motor Launch that |

managed to find on the I nternet with my sonds comput e
painting by Tim Brown of HM ML192 in action shortly before she took a direct hit and was lost. That is if

there is suls a thing as a beautiful picture of a warship in action with all guns blazing just before she was

lost with a loss of life. Apparently there were ten Fairmiles lost in that action that included HM ML192 in

the early morning of Saturday March™28942, orthe approach to St. Naziere.



This is the painting by Tim Brown on the Jim Davis site.

All Canadian naval ships were assigned a four letter international call sign, during Waorltl Which

was not listed with the International Telecommunication Union in Switzerland. These four letter call signs
commenced with either a CG, CY or CZ prefix. The Canadian Fairmiles used a four character coded call
sign during World War Il which had prefix of 4X. The twdetter suffix was changed about every two

months. Using any two letters at a time would make for 676 possible combinations. There was less than
half this number of ships in Canadian naval service so this left many possibilitidarddreship, the
minesweeper, corvette, frigate, destroyer and so on up the scale used a two letter coded call sign. This was
done to confuse the enemy. Which enemy, theirs or ours, became the most confused from this is hard to
say.

The eighty Canadiandirmiles and their four letter international call sign were:

MLO50 CGYK
MLO51 CGYL
ML052 CGYM
MLO53 CGYN
MLO54 CGYP
MLOS5 CGYQ
MLO56 CGYR
MLO57 CGYS
MLO58 CGYT
MLO59 CGYV
MLO60 CGYW
MLO61 CGYX
MLO62 CGYZ
ML063 CGZB
MLO64 CGZD
MLO65 CGZF
ML066 CGZJ
MLO67 CGZK
ML068 CGZL
MLO69 CGZM
MLO70 CGZN
MLO71 CGZP
MLO72 CGZQ
MLO73 CGZR
MLO74 CYRM
MLO75 CYRN
MLO76 CYRP



George Crowell was the Telegraphist in two of these Fairmiles; HMC ML064 and HMC ML095. He went
after
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CYRQ
CYRS
CYRT
CYRV
CYRW
CYRX
CYRZ
CYTB
CYTD
CGXB
CGXJ
CZGM
CGPN
CGXK
CZGN
CGPM
CGXL
CGBN
CZGP
CGXM
CGXP
CGXQ
CGXR
CGXV
CGXS
CGXT
CGXW
CZGQ
CZGR
CZGS
CzZGT
CczGV
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CZGX
CZGY
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CGZC
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CYQY
CYRC
CYRY
CYVC
CYWC
cyzc
czbC
CZDF
CzDL
CZDQ
CZDR
CzDS
CzDT
CZDV
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2 Officers
1 Chief Stoker
1 Leading Seaman Coxswain
2 Stokers
2 Gunners
2 Ordinary Seamen
1 Telegraphist
1 Signalman
1 Asdic Operator
1 Torpedo Rate
1 Cook

George Crowell VElLB

This is the crew of HMC ML064 in May 1942.

George went froniiMC ML064 toHMC ML095 and she had one extiewmember making a total of 16
in her crew. Bylie time George went aboariMC ML095 the navy had sufficient Radar Operattrat
one was assigned WMMC ML0O9 5. Radar Operator is Georgeds terminolo
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S.r;—i;;search Yarmouth Nova Scotia
HMC MLO064 alongside Weymouth, Nova Scotia

George Crowell told me he worked the Gaspe ftbenCanso Strait on what they called the Port Wave
frequency of 425 kcs. All the small naval radio stations around the coashis#&rdquency with the coast
station and ship on the same 425 kcs frequdte said his calling transmission was CFL CFL CFL V
AXYZ AXYZ 4AXYZ K T or whatever the twdetter suffix in his coded call sign happened to be.

The Lists of World War Il stations provide the following possible Port Wave Stations on 425 kcs:

CFH  Halifax, Nova Scotia

CFI Quebec City, Quebec

CFL  Gaspe, Quebec

CFS St. Johnos, iNmswdlsignwdsiclrangdd to CZP in November 1942

CGH Rigolet, Labrador (Lake Melville - Goose Bay area)

CKH  Toronto, Ontario

CKK  Shelburne, Nova Scotia (The transmitter was probably a PV500L and it probably had a
leaky condenser in the power supply. They could tell it was Shelburne simply by the hum
on his transmission.)

CKR  Mulgrave, Nova Scotia (Canso Strait)

CzC  Saint John, New Brunswick

CzZD  Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island

CZE  Sydney, Nova Scotia

Czi Sheet Harbour, Nova Scotia

CczJ Quoddy, Nova Scotia (Eastern Halifax County)

CzZP  st. John's, Newfoundland

CZR Rimouski, Quebec

CZS  Bridgewater, Nova Scotia

The ones we know for certain are CFH, CKK and CFL

West Coast

CFV  York Island, British Columbia (Believed in Esquimalt Harbour).

CKE Discovery Island, British Columbia (Discovery and Chatham Islands lie just a mile or so
west of Victoria in Haro Strait, off Oak Bay).

CKF  Vancouver, British Columbia



CKG  Prince Rupert, British Columbia

CKL  Esquimalt, British Columbia

CzM  Alliford Bay, British Columbia

CZN  Bella Bella, British Columbia i The RCAF had a main station in this area

CZY  Ucluelet, British Columbia

CzZzZ  Coal Harbour, British Columbia (Coal Harbour is in Vancouver harbour, right next to
Deadman's Island, the site of HMCS DISCOVERY).

Gaspe, Quebec, CFL was a naval radio station in a building just outside the main gate at HMCS FORT

RAMSEY. The transmittex (probablyCanadian Marconi PV5@)sand receivers were housed in the same

building. If one can find a photograph of HMCS FORT RAMSEY it should show this station and the

antenna. It is very hard to get a good electrical connectign@ und connection) to the ea
the Gaspe Peninsula because of the mineral content of the soil. The ant@imat&dion had a large

countepoise to serve as this electrical connection, the ground of this station.

The Fairmiles operatinip the Gulf of St. Lawrence copied thd#L broadcast onaery low frequency
probably 125 kcs. The transmission from CFL was hard for the Fairmiles to copy once they went up the
river past Cape Chat, Quebec and this counterpoise was installed with hoppsoefng this

performance. There is no record of improvement.

One finds it hard to believe that CFL was able to make these broadcasts and still communicate with the
ships This would irvolve two transmitterand two receivers. The transmitters werebaitdly Candian

Mar coni aPstafkedrbedeceivers and transmitters were housed in the same building and the
receivers would probablybeaCh adi an Mar c oni anfl M&Betis MSL5 or CSRR 5 6 s

George was running a Canadian Marconi FRft@en-watt input transceiver with metal 6L6 tubes in the

finals.Thi s was a very |l ow power transmitter and with HMC
el ectrical connection with the earths surfteyce. Once c
could tell when the ship passed from salt water into brackish or fresh water, this grounding or electrical

connection with the earthdés surface is that i mportant

There has to be a sheet of coppéached to a wooden hull to serve as this ground connection. It is very
hard to make the electrical connection between this sheet of copper and the electronic eciiipnieci

brass bolt was normally used between the copper sheet and the hull ofsitle Mes ground strap had to

be fairly large between that bolt and the electronic equipment if it was any great distance from the bolt to
the electronic equipmentorking CFL from the Canso Straitas a very good range and George was

rather surprised heag able to communicate at that distance with that station.
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The bow of the Fairmile was in this direction.

George Crowell made this drawing of the radio room in HMC ML064 and HMO%4. George sailed in
those two but we do not know the change made when these first Fairmiles had théil SE8L2placed
with the Marconi CM1Xransmitter/receivestation.The CM11 had not been fitted when George was
transferred off in late 1943 on ase.The radio room was in the hull on the starboard side below the
wheelhouse and bit aft of the wheelhouse.



Jerry Proc VE3FAB
This istwo CM11 transmitter/receiver stations fitted in HMCS HAIDA.

There was another station south of Gaspe CFL. This we
Gaspe CFL transmitted an urgent message to WNLG64 giving theposition of a German oat
transmitting coded messages from the Gulf of St. Lawr

and decoded the message they realized they had passed through that position just one hour ago. There were
several direction/finding stations tied intkweach other in order to give a position and not just a bearing.

Cap DO6Espoir was tied in with Hartlen Point and may
Point is in the eastern approaches to Halifax harbour, Nova Scotia. The moresgeing bearings the
more accurate the position. This was nearly two year s

direction/finding station that became HMCS COVERDALE outside Moncton, New Brunswick. Jerry Proc
has an excellent history of HMCSOWERDALE that can be found on his website.

No wonder ones naval career was one course and one exercise after another. Think of the opportunity for

error this presented. Getting the D/F stations on the proper frequency to take the bearings and then getting

these bearings worked out into the correct position. Then this position had to be coded, transmitted,

received and decoded. HMC ML064 did well to learn she had sailed through the position just one hour

previous to receiving the message. There had totineeadifference. The time the-bloat made the
transmissions and the time 0664 passed that position,
each other. It could have been a case that they were close enough thatldatdidl not consider mere

Fairmile torpedo material. George was unable to locate the date of this incident and as close as he could get

to it was the summer of 1942, probably sometime in September 1942.

George Crowell also told me that one time while traveling alone in HMLG&4 his commanding officer
wanted a direction finding bearing from Canso D/F VAX. George explained to him, Lieutenant Norm
Williams, that he would be breaking radio silence and Norm told him to go ahead. George called VAX
using the CGZD call sign and glis bearing.

The monitoring operators around this coast became so proficient that they couldffixoadJt 6 s posi ti on
when she transmitted a ten second tuning transmission only. Hindsight is-twenty as they say, but it

is a shame some system had lmetn set up where one of our ships could simply make a short

transmission. Each coastal D/F station could have sent their bearing and time of receipt via landline to a

central naval office. A navigation officer at this office could have taken all thénbgeaeceived and fixed

the vessels position and then transmitted this position via a short coded message to the vessel involved.

Yes, | know the ktboats could have made use of this information the reason for radio silence, but it still

seems feasible f@ome such scheme in place for emergency use only. A position would have been better



than a simple bearing as in Georgeds case. This
this coast, but at this late date and time one will never know.

Thereis no record of one of these Canadian Fairmiles doing any damage to the enemy, but devatal U
commanders must have suddenly altered their itineraries onrgadog them. They were wooden

diagonally planked mahogany12 feet long and 18 feet widehdy had gasoline engines. HMC MLO050 to
HMC ML111 inclusive, the early program, had two 635 HP Hall Scott engines and were capable of up to
twenty knots. HMC ML112 to HMC ML129 inclusiveald two 850 HP Sterling Admiralrigines which

were capable of up to amty-four knots.Commander McKee claims 20 or 21 maybe, but not more.

George Cro
HMC ML095

That is the official version. HMC MLO095 had V12 Supercharged Rolls Royce engines. The Rolls Royce
Merlin engine was a V12 supercharged gasoline aircraft engine that won the battle of Britain. It was fitted
in the Spitfire and Hurricane aircrafdiéwas also fitted in the American P51 Mustang aircraft. The

Packard Company was given a licen® build Rolls Royce Merlin engines in the United States. HMC
MLO95 was supposed to be able to do twesikyknots with those engines but it is not known & sh

managed to go that fast. | do not know why HMC ML095 was fitted with these engines and | do not know
if they were Merlin engines. It was probably a case that the engines were available and put to use in that
vessel. The Rolls Royce was a popular engirthé smaller Motor Torpedo Boat and its sister the Air

Force Crash Boat that gave those boats a speed of over forty knots. The first American made Merlin engine
was on test with the 1500 HP Packard marine engine, at the Packard factory in Detroit, May 194
according to the book The Royal Canadian Air Force Marine Squadrons, volume two on page 167, by
Geoff D. Pilborough. HMC ML095 was launched in May 1943 two years later.

According to the James Davies article, the Fairmile was to be fitted with threeerdeesel engines. These
engines were impossible to find so they settled on the American Hall Scott gasoline engine. The Hall Scott
engines could not be produced to meet this high demand so it was decided to fit these little ships with just
two engineslt was found that two engines were sufficient. The World War | American Submarine Chaser
had three gasoline engines and this may be the reason these vessels were to have three engines.

According to the book Maverick Navy by Alexander W. Moffat, Captai@NR (Ret.), page 149 the

propulsion of the World War | Submarine Chaser was tfjptpellers 39 inches in diameter with a 57 and

% inch pitch. The three sisylinder gasoline engines were rated at 220 horsepower at 500 revolutions per
minute. These engisenad a bore of 10 inches and a stroke of 11 inches and were directly connected to the
propeller shafts. Each engine had compressed air starting and reversing. The cylinders were individually
cast and mounted on an open based crankcase. The ignition sas\Baterproof magnetic spark plugs

with low-tension wiring. | have more detail on the World War | Submarine Chaser in my section on Rum
Running because one became a Canada Customs Patrol Boat.

The World War Il Submarine Chaser had two diesel engineseMere two distinct diesel engines used

and Theodore R. Treadwell describes them in his book Splinter Fleet on page 17. 243 Submarine Chasers
built during World War 11 were fitted with a new
at 21knots. These new engines were fitted with variable pitch propellers making it much easier to
manoeuvre. There were 438 Submarine Chasers built in the United States during World War 1. The other

may

fipar



195 had to be fitted with a different engine because od¢ineand. These 195 were fitted with General

Motors 8 cylinder 500 horsepower diesels. The vessels fitted with the General Motors diesels could make a
top speed of fifteen knots only but all the Submarine Chasers operated together. This would mean four
different types, the ones left over from World War |, the eight Canadian built, the ones with the Pancake
diesels and the ones with the General Motors diesels. In other words, two types with gasoline engines and
two types with diesel engines. It appears asghdbe gasoline types remained around the East Coast of

the United States with some of the diesel types. The rest of the diesel types roamed around the world,
especially in the Mediterranean and South Pacific. Theodore R. Treadwell mentions in Splattdraflat

least one diesel type managed to get the diesel fuel and the water in the wrong tanks. One can only imagine
the problems in operating diesel and gasoline engines together.

The International Telecommunication Union List of Ship Stations for 188327 Submarine Chasers still

in the United States Navy. 24 were still serving in the 1935 list. 15 were still serving in the 1940 and 1943
lists. The prefix of the call sign of all United States military ships is the letter N. Thddttar call sig

hadthe prefix NO for 25f these Submarine Chasers and N W prefix of the other twio the 1933

list. Mr. Treadwell states that 53 were transferred to the UnitedsSTatast Guard after World Whrbut |

have not found them. It would be inteiiagtto see if they were assigned call signs with the NO and NI

prefix. They probably were because it appears from the gaps in the call signs of the 27 listed above that at
one time they were in alphabetical order. Those in service during World War Iheel@ubt involved in

this war one way or another, but in coast guard patrols and not as submarine chasers. The Coast Guard
apparently listed them as WPC, gave each an assigned number different than the previous naval number,
and they apparently gave eachaane. A WPB is a Patrol Boat so a WPC probably meant a Patrol Cutter.
Therefore, according to these records it would appear that the U.S. Navy had 23 gasoline Submarine
Chasers during World War I, the 15 from World War | and the 8 Canadian Fairmiles.

The website NavSource Online: Submarine Chaser Photo Archives provides some of the four letter call
signs of the Submarine Chaser fleet and theyaddallow this NO and Ntheory. They seem to simply
have a four letter call sign with the N prefix. USS S&5@d a nice radiotelegraph call sign, NURR.



George Crowell

It was several years after World War Il that the Royal Canadian Navy was assigned a proper ships badge as

we see them today. During the war the crews would often deface a gun shield or doitersugth

graffiti of one thing or another and quite often they
shi pdbs badge of HMC MLO64 and it about says it all

Each Canadian Fairmile cost from eighty to eighiye thousand 1942 Canadian dddland a couple of the
original bids were less at just over sevefitg thousand, but most were much higher, and some nearly one
hundred and twenty nine thousand dollars. Apparently the higher bids were to cover the cost of a shed
sufficient to build thee vessels under cover. But as near as | can tell from the records | found they leveled
off at around eighty thousand each. One wonders if we could get two of them today for the amount paid for
all eighty-eight back then.

All eighty-eight Fairmileswere nown as the fAB Classo Fairmile. The B c
setting their exhaust stack on fire when run at full speed for extended periods. Each Fairmile had a fuel

capacity of 2,320 imperial gallons. This gave them a range of between 40@@Adiles depending on

speed. Each displaced sevente tons. The accommodation was rather cramped, but comfortable, for two

or three officers and fourteen men. Each Canadian Fairmile had three twenty millimeter Oerlikon guns, one



nine millimeter sten gy two .303 machinguns, two .303 rifles, three .45 revolvers, and twenty depth

chages of 300 pounds eachhe armament of the Fairmile varied from vessel to vessel. HMC ML064 was

not fitted with a Y gun for the depth charges but HMC ML095 was fittel arie. They had to rig a

derrick on the 695 in order to Iift the depth char ge:s
Weymouth museum shows a Y gun, but Commander McKee felt none of the Fairmiles were fitted with a Y

gun. He claims he has not segne fitted on the photographs of the Fairmiles he has seen.

Each vessel was sheathed for operation in ice. Ice is like glass and will cut or gouge the sides of a wooden
vessel as it passes through ice. This includes the ice found in salt water @s tivellce in fresh water. Ice

is ice. | do not know what material was used to sheath each Fairmile. Most wooden vessels in this area are
given an extra half inch of planking in the area ice will rub a vessels hull. This is probably the system used
for these vessels.

Each Fairmile was fitted with sonar, radar, and radiotelegraph. Each carried one radio &pevatcas a
TelegraphistThe antenna was a wire strung to the upper part of the mast and down to a support on the bow
or f o c @Gmsdarhothdidagithdf wire from the masthead to an iron frame fitted on the Engine Room
Hatch This made this antenna a T configuration and with the wooden hull they probably loaded everything
of metal on the upper deck of each vessel. The antenna was fed via aa antekra square box from the
radio room up to the Bridge. In this trunk was a copper tube that terminated in an insulator on top of the
trunk. The antenna was connected at this insulator and went up to the madtid@dviL064 and HMC

MLO95 lefttheirbui | der 6 s s hanadigndardoni WR1P thansanitte@/receiaed a MSL5

receiver as her main station. THead a Canadian Marconi CM11 tsta fitted sometime after they had

been in service for a year or more. This appears to be common with Bdith@les built in the Early

Program; Fairmiles HMC MLO050 through to HMC ML111 inclusive. Each Fairmile was fitted with radar
and he radar antenna looked like a TV antenna mounted at the masthead. The proper name is a Yagi
antenna, named for Dr. Yagi tAapanese scientist who invented it. They aimed this antenna like a pair of
binoculars and watched the received signal on several indicators. One would give the range of any target
and another would indicate the direction. Rather primitive, but one munst thety felt proud of this

equipment since it was some of the firddlaaequipment to be constructed.

The seven Canadian Fairmiles built by the John H. LeBlanc Shipyard, Weymouth, Nova Scotia were:

HMC ML064  19APR41 28AUG41 15MAY42 20FEB42
HMC MLO65 19APR41 270CT41 15MAY42 01IMAY42
HMC ML0O83  20AUG41 24MAR42 25MAY42 09MAY42
HMC ML084  20AUG41 16MAY42 18JUN42 04JUN42
HMC ML111 O5FEB43 unknown 09SEP43 09SEP43
HMC ML120 20JUNA43 08JAN44 27JAN44 10JAN44
HMC ML121  27JUN43 30APR44 17APR44 17APR44

The dates arehe date laid down, the date launched, the date delivered to the navy and the date the first
commanding officer joined the vessel. | do not have the date HMC ML111 was launched.

Géorge Crowell VE1LB



This is HMC ML064 alongside Weymouth, Nova Scotia

\

George Crowell V
This is HMC ML083, HMC ML064 and HMC ML065 alongside Weymouth, Nova Scotia.

George Crowell VE1LB
This is HMC ML083, HMC ML064 and HMC MLO065 alonigee Weymouth, Nova Scotia.

All eight American Fairmiles were built in this yard and they were members of the Royal Navy for a few
months until commissioned in the United States Navy.

George Crowell VE1LB
This isHM ML398 alongside Weymouth, Nova Scotia, awaiting transfer to the United States Navy

The Royal Navy did not use a pamd number for their Fairmile3 hey simply painted their name on their

bows: ML123 and so on up and down the list. These eight Royal Navy ships constructed at Weymouth
were and became:

HM ML392 USS SC1466  ---- 270CT41 27JUL42 220CT42
Transferred to Mexico 20NOV43



HM ML393 USS SC14% NCPV 310CT41 03AUG42 220CT42

31JAN46

HM ML394 USS SC1468 NCQE 28NOV41 10JUL42 220CT42
21JAN48

HM ML395 USS SC1469  ---- 30NOV41 12AUG42 220CT42

Transferred to Mexico 20NOV43

HM ML396 USS SC1470  ---- Commissioned 230CT42
Renamed USS PANTHER (FX05) 26JUN43
USS PANTHER was sold on 13FEB47

HM ML397 USS SC1471  ---- 280CT41 02JUL42 230CT42
Transferred to Mexico 20NOV43

HM ML398 USS SC1472 NCTN 30JAN42 24NOV42 O5DEC42
04MAR48

HM ML399 USS SC1473 NCVH 20MAY42 26N0OV42 O5DEC42
21IMAR48

I have found these fowall signsonly for these eight ship$he dates are the date the keel was laid, the
date launched, the date commissioned into the U.S. Navy and the date disposed of.

One will probably never know what radio station wa®fitin these eight American Submarine Chasers
when they left this Canadian shipyard. It is possible they sailed with a Canadian Marconi FR12. | cannot
see them sailing without radio unless they were towed over to the United States. They would not have
American radio stations fitted because they were British ships. All radio equipment was classified during
the war and the radio rooms in all merchant ships were under lock and key while in port. Actually one had
to have a licence in order to own an ordinaryabieast receiver during the war. They also had to have an
additional licence in order to listen to foreign stations on the high frequency bands.

These eight little ships were commissioned as United States Ships here at Weymouth. They may have
brought theirAmerican radio stations with them and fitted them here at Weymouth. All eight sailed to
Boston as soon as they were commissioned and were given a good fitting out. The naval museums in
Boston and Washington have no record of the radio station fittedse &ight little ships.

Theodore R. Treadwell mentions hearing radiotelephone transmissions in Splinter Fleet but makes no
mention of hearing radiotelegraph. The radiomen in the submarine chasers must have used radiotelegraph
and one would assume the resthe crew would have heard these transmissions.

Claude Hall was a Radioman in the American Submarine Chasers and he told me in April, 2006, that his
Sub Chaser had a 500 watt radiotelegraph and radiotelephone transmitter. Two high frequency receivers
and he said that towards the end of the war they were fitted withavid RJHF transmitter/receiversfind

that transmitter rather powerful for the class of ship and the time factor involved but | feel confident it is
accurate.

These Fairmiles sat sovdin the water that they were mistaken for a surfacdzblt on occasion. This

fact created some confusion around ConvoyBN in January 1945 that | recorded on these pages. USS
PC1123, a 13800t steel patrol craft mistook USS SC1470, a Weymouth baifntile, for a surfaced U

boat and rammed her one night off Alligator Reef, Florida, and nearly cut her in half. Naval crews were
trained to take that action against an enemy submarine. USS SC1470 was repaired and when she went back
in service she was remeed USS PANTHER with pennant number 1X105. The IX prefix stands for an
Unclassified Miscellaneous Unit. | have no idea what use was made of her after that. Theodore R.



Treadwell describes this accident on page 43 of his book Splinter Fleet. He doetersitestaas built in

Canada and does not indicate she was repaired. | learned that shpairaslyeenamed and her new

pencant number from Paul H. Silverstoneds book US War st
states that Weymouth built USS St66, USS SC1469, and USS SC1471, were transferred to the Mexican

Navy. Bob McQuaid Lt. USN (Ret.) joined USS SC1471 in July 1943 and was with her until she was

transferred to the Mexican Navy at Miami in November 1943. The other two transferred at thamsame

According to information | found in the NavSource Photo Archives: Submarine Chaser (SC) website, USS
SC1470 was laid down at Weymouth in 1942. She was launched on Jyri®42 and commissioned at
Weymouth on October #31942. She was renamedRTHER and assigned pemsit number X105 on

June 28, 1943. She was recommissioned on JilyI®43, and decommissioned on Januaiy; 2246.

She was then sold for scrap on Februar¥), 1947

Shipds Data U.S. Naval WVams gilesthedetdl on8S RCL123aadted Apr i |
Weymouth built Submarine Chasers. USS PC1123 was built at Bay City, Michigan, and was commissioned
on February 8, 1943.

Splinter Fleet states that the American submarine chaser was the smallest vesss$icownhin the

United States Navy. The vessels smaller than the submarine chaser were commissioned as a complete unit.
It is rather odd that they had the prefix USS and not simply US, as in United States Submarine Chaser
rather than United States Ship Sulyme Chaser and their assigned number/name.

Ronald Kinney helped build the Weymouth built vessels and the thing he remembers most from their
construction was trying to paint the interiors. They became more or less gassed from the paint fumes
because oboor ventilation down in the bilge area and had to take turns. RotnatateBill Brooks each
spent a short time only at this painting, one relieving the other.

When it came time for HMC ML120 to sai BD44ahet t he Si ssi
river was covered in ice. The local authorities decided to dynamite a path through this ice, which is as

unfeasible as it is to tow a ship through ice. This dynamite killed most of the fish in the Sissiboo River and
accomplished little else. Marniy the area helped break this ice after that unfeasible performance.

ThelateScott Kinney, Ronés younger brother, told me it h
The only ice has been some slush ice up até¢hald of St . Mcauldyetnembd® atanding 8nc o t t
the bank at Kinney Shore | ooking across St. Mar ybs Be

open water and this seemed to happen nearly every winter years ago. Kinney Shore is behind the village of
Ashmore. Actually Aemore was Kinneytown until 1905 and is next to and east of Weymouth North.
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HMC ML120 met a fate the majority of our former naval vessels met on termination of the war. She was

turned over to the Crown Assets Corporation and sold privatelHer owner i n the 197006s t
down and left her to dry out for nine months. Her hull was then fiber glassed and she was fitted out as a

beautiful yacht. The state of Maryland bought her in 1986 and renamed her MARYLAND

INDEPENDENCE. Shebecan t he St ateds flagship and traveled the
promoting the unigue characteristics of the State. She was powered by twin 260 HP Volvo diesel engines

and had a cruising speed of twelve knots. She was operated and maintaimee liylktime and one part

time personnel. She had a carrying capacity of 35 passengers and could accommodate 70 passengers while
dockside. The vessel also had 3 guest staterooms, main and dining salons, 2 guest heads, galley, crew

quarters, sundeck anlyliridge. She was the sailing ambassador for the state of Maryland like the sailing

vessel BLUENOSE Il is for the province of Nova Scotia.

Robert Ehrlich was elected Governor of the State of Maryland in 2003. One of his election promises was to
sell MARYLAND INDEPENDENCE. He claimed the vessel was an unnecessary expense for the state. The
state put the vessel up for sale on Decemb®y 2003 Governor Ehrlich was hoping someone would

donate a smaller yacht to serve the state in the same way. Onenthtadissexpensive to operate as
MARYLAND INDEPENDENCE.

MARYLAND INDEPENDENCE was sold via the Internet orBy for $275,100.00 on December21
2003, to someone in Rochester, New York. Her international radio call sign at the time of her sale was
WCY9690.

Whoever purchased MARYLAND INDEPENDENEon EBay did nothing with heand she was sold

again in 2006. Captain Douglas Blakeslee was Captain of MARYLAND INDEPENDENCE in December
2006 and they were trying to get her registered as a tour vessel toassengers. They intended to retain
the MARYLAND INDEPENDENCE name with hopes it would assist in their charter work.

| am deeply indebted to Captain Bill Stew&ambro Head, Nova Scotia. Bill was captain of the tug
THEODORE TOO and had her down as faFasida.One can get a good description of THEODORE

TOO by bringing him up in Google. When Bill had THEODORE TOO in the areeen¢ in alongside the
MARYLAND INDEPENDENCE berth and had to move when she returned. He and Captain Joe Scharnus
gotto talkingand Bill learnedhe history of MARYLAND INDEPENCE and brought me home a brochure



on her and a business card of Captain Scharnus. Captain Scharnus and | had some very good
correspondence and he sent the following photographs that | trust will be ofrderasti | have also been
in contact with Captain Blakeslee and hope to stay in contact with MARYLAND INDEPENCE.

Captain Joe Scharnus
This is the MARYLAND INDEPENDENCE alongside her berth Baltimore Harbor.

Captain Joe Scharnus




Alongside Baltimore Harbor

Captain Joe Scharnus

The MARYLAND INDEPENDENCE alongside with the State of Maryldtad) flying from her masthead.




Captain Joe Scharnus
Notethe wheel and the compass in her wheelhouse.

Captain Joe Scharnus

Note the original engineroom telegraphs.




Captain Joe Scharnus

One of the crewabins.

Captain Joe Scharnus
This is the dining salarNote the photograph of the original vessel on the bulkhead back by the door.




