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SILVER LEAF

Anyone would be hard pressed to find a cove, harbour, creek, or whatever, aroundttbéNoea Scotia

that did not give birth to a vessel of some description. It was a common statement during the days of sail to
hear someone state, on referring to a strange vessel that she probably comes from a Nova Scotia creek.
Launching day, for a nevwhip, was treated as a common holiday. The schools, shops, and so on, would
close and people for miles around would gather for the launching, making a real picnic of the affair. The
ship to be launched was more than likely all ready for her first voyag®glete with sails, crew, food, and

so on. Many were even filled with their first cargo, mostly lumber to be shipped to various ports around the
world. Quite often the Captain would have sufficient power to sail, trade, and whatever, the way he saw fit.
This would include selling the ship if he felt it would warrant the best interest of the owners.

Warren E. Hagar
This is a three masted tern schooner so common around Nova Scotia.

All of these ships were equipped with the latest signal flags and were using them according to the date and
time they were in service. They all were registered properly and were assigned a proper signal code call and
recorded accordingly. The Signal Coddl€aere shown on their papers of registry that also showed the
exact way they were to be flown. On launching, these ships were well decked out in these signal flags. This
is still the practice. It is interesting to note that in many cases instead dicalpaship using her actual

code call, she flew a plain flag with the name of the ship sewn on same as it appeared on her bows and
stern. Normally this flag was flown from a very conspicuous spot on a mast and quite often from the top of
the mizzenmasOverall they made a most colourful sight. Many ships were painted all white with black

trim and did not change colour until several years of service, then had their hulls painted a dark shade of
blue, green, and quite often black, to cover the scars oSagee were to enter service with their hulls the

dark colour from the beginning.

A type of vessel that became very popular around the Nova Scotia Coast was known as the tern schooner.
The tern was the last tiese sailing shipand some were still arodrduring World War II.



Warren E. Hagar
This is a four masted tern schooner, not common but robommon around the Nova Scotia coast.

| am not certain why | waborn with so many living Grandparents, other than | was the oldest of the oldest,

going back for a generation or two. | guess the main reason there were so many was the simple fact they all

enjoyed life so much that they did not realize it was time tb Ghey were a wonderful bunch for a kid to

grow up with. One whom | enjoyed very much was my Ggeahdfather George Sydney Spicer. He was

my fatheroés Mot her s f at -theeyeasmold. Aban be seere e and hspantl I was
much tme together, an opportunity few people ever get. He was in his nineties when he died and had been

quite active up until that time. He had spent a good portion of his life at sea and his are the stories |

remember most.

| remember asking him which of tivessels in which he sailed was the one he liked most, after one of the
many trips we madeith Grandfather Spicer. Thigas most likely the usual run to the West Indies and

back, complete with a storm, sickness, everything to keep useyi&tband speeads. He named this one

for the very reasons | look back on some of mine more fondly than the others. He had sailed in so many
that had nothing but visual means of communication, | decided to see if one of them would not be
appropriate to use in this profe®hen | started this, | did not know that the one Grandfather named was
relatively famous, although relatively unknown outside of the Maritime Provinces of Canada. This was the
tern schooner SILVER LEAF. One of the reasons he considered this his favstiiat he enjoyed sailing

with her Captain, Captain Charles Salter.

SILVER LEAF was built at Spencers Island, Nova Scoti e
Spicer another relative and another descendant of Loyalist Robert Spicer. SIL\VAER laEnched on

May 27", 1903, was 130 feet in length with a registered tonnage of 283 tons. This would make her a rather

small vessel today, but at that time she was what one could call an average size. Being a tern schooner

meant that all her sails werigged fore and aft, running parallel to the hull of the vessel, and that she had

three masts. Occasionally one of these terns would have one square sail, the exception and not the rule.

Also, on occasion one would have four masts or more.



LS. Salter
This is the ternchooner SILVER LEAFalongside a dock and it is a bit hard to make out the ship.

SILVER LEAF was launched in 1903. This meant that she entered service just as wireless was making an
appearance and her only means of communicataswisual. She would have been using the International
Code of Signals for 1903, the one that entered service on Jariid802. This was a document in the

form of a hard covered book eleven inches high by nine inches wide and two inches thick. Atbepy o
registration for SILVER LEAF lists her signal code as TQMF. It also indicates how it is to be flown, in a
vertical line commencing with the T at the top and terminating with the F at the bottom.

When SILVER LEAF was launched she was a typical woasssel, one requiring men of iron as has

been said many times. She was completely wood and manpower. There was nothing but manpower to

wrestle with her lines, sails, anchors, and so forth. She was to have a routine career but one must admit a
mostinteresi ng one by todayds standards. Grandfather Spice
painted all white with a bit of black trim. I manage
of her alongside a dock. As can be seen in this photbaha black hull. This certainly does not make

Grandfather erroneous in any way. This means he must have referred to her when she was relatively new.

There are so many of us who were raised on Grandfather Spicer stories, that if | took the time to canvass

the whole family for same, | could no doubt come up with most of his career in SILVER LEAF.

My father6s mother remembered being on this vessel wi
members of his family with him. Grandmother was aboard wHil¥BR LEAF was at Canning, Nova

Scotia. Captain Salter had his sister with him on this particular trip. The thing that Grandmother

remembered, more than anything else, was the lovely Ivy plant growing around the bulkhead in the

Captainbés cabin.

The majoriy of these wooden sailing ships had two houses. The one forward normally housed the crew,

galley, cook, carpenter, carpenter shop, and so on, with their necessary equipment for running the ship. The

house aft, or on the after part of the ship, house€taep t ai n, Of fi cersd dining sal ool
aft from the galley), normally all the officers including the steward, if one was carried, plus their washroom



and possibly an office and storeroom. The actual layout of these cabins varied a gifeatdeaé ship to

another. The shipbés wheel was just behind this aft hec
carrying at least one good magnetic compass and the normal position for this compass was mounted inside

the aft house, with a window so thempass was visible to the helmsman at the wheel outside this house.

There was also room for a candle or lantern in order to see the compass during the hours of darkness. It was

also mandatory for these vessels to show lights at night, and these offaditedbe displayed with

lanterns, a red light on the port or left side, a green light on the starboard or right side, and a white light on

the stern. Various lights were and are used to sigeifigera sailing or motor shipnd still further the type

of ship for certain cases, such as the pilot boat, dangerous cargoes, fishing vessels, and so on.

The mirror sextant, which greatly improved the accuracy of navigation, had been invented in 1730. These
sextants were not only mandatory they were the mageénavigational equipment in obtaining the
shipbés position.

The first logs used for measuring the speed of the ship through the water were simply a piece of wood
attached to a long line. One of the officers would stand next to the rail with an lssurgtha seaman or

two would pay out this line until the hourglass ran out. By measuring the length of line paid out they were
able to calculate the speed of the vessel.

Another item used for navigation was the lead line. This has been used since nvamfiined out in

ships. This is a line with a weight on one end and is used to measure the depth of the water below the ship.
These sailing ships had two lines for this purpose: one of 100 fathoms known as the Deep Sea Line, the
other of 22 fathoms knowas the Shore Line. The depth of water was recorded on their navigational charts
and by knowing this depth it was used as a navigational aid.

Naturally they needed to know the correct time especially when using the sextant. Before the invention of
radio am time signals by radio, this presented a very real problem. The ship normally carried a
chronometer. This was protected very carefully in a special case normally built into the chart table. These
chronometers, when necessary, were taken ashore, clealiedted, and in general given necessary
maintenance to ensure as much accuracy as possible.

These were the only navigational aids available at that date and time and their general accuracy depended
on the quality of the crew. On occasion only the Capiais capable of using a sextant and his knowledge

was often limited. The emphasis on training was not very good. Some of the old BNA officers sailed on
knowledge gained solely from a course given on navigation by a common school teacher, but none the less
did an excellent job of taking these ships around the world.

Having had the pleasure of sailing with a few of the seamen that had started in the last of these sailing
ships, | learned of a most interesting piece of equipment. While talking with onertiiened that these

old Captains with whom he sailed always carried a shc
really expected a riot to carry something that big forgelfot ect i on o . He said, fAlt wasr
was to knock downth wat er spouts you see down south a | oto. Si

of knowledge, | asked him how big a hole he had seen these old boys blow through one of those

waterspouts. He claimed tkbot had nothing to do with it aridwas thesound of the shotgun discharging

that broke them up, although he could not say how efficient it was. | do believe that it all boiled down to

the fact they had little or nothing tbugaebhy andsacwpnt
things was considered a help, whether physically or psychologically. It was a fact that these waterspouts

and associated squalls could do a lot of damage to the ships especially during the hours of darkness.

Captain Saltero6s wi f e SIEWERLEAR anchdunng one vogagesonthdwayh hi m i n
back from the West Indies while she was with him, they got caught in a very bad storm. This did much

damage to the sails and the masts and they had a pretty bad time of it for awhile. At one point they had nine

feet of water in the hold which broke up the cargo of molasses. They managed to limp into Baltimore and

obtain repairs before proceeding north and home. Another time when going south with a cargo of potatoes

they were becalmed for thirty days and ranafufbod. They spent the last part of this voyage living on



potatoes from the cargo and any fish they caught. As can be seen the SILVER LEAF had a most interesting
career, by todayds standards, but her gwhipgages were mlt

Captain Salter and Great grandfather Spicer had left SILVER LEAF previous to her last voyage in 1918.
After about seven years service it was usually more economical to sell these schooners. Captain Salter did
not sell out his shares until July'™, 71917, at which time she was fourteen years old, just double the normal
age. This indicates SILVER LEAF was one of the better tern schooners, and had it not been for an accident,
she probably would have given practical service for many more years.

Ond LVER LEAF6s | ast voyage she |l oaded a cargo of | umi
deliver this cargo to Cape Town, South Africa. She had been leaking badly so just previous to starting out

on this voyage her first and only motor driven pumgseninstalled. After leaving Saint John she was

becalmed for sometime. When nearing Barbados, it was decided to put in there and have her bottom

cleaned that had been fouled through such a long period of becalming. In this condition she was hard to

manageand was wrecked on the reefs off South Point Lighthouse, Barbados, on Septeéfhei89The

SILVER LEAF was lost but the crew and lumber cargo were saved. Practically every publication | have

read on these old sailing ships, mentions the SILVER LEABuAd the Bay of Fundy, she was a

household word until long after she was gone.

» L =y
Robert Owen Wilcoxon

This is the weck of the Sailing Vessel SILVER LEAF

When the weather is not good, no vessel is comforthhteyhen the weather was fairly good, these

vessels must have been comfortable ships in whicailtoTfiere were no engines and no radio \iliih

latest agony of a hit tune, and better yet, no way for the owners and agents to bother the crews.Memust ha
been a most relaxing way to go to sea, no noise, no vibration, just the gentle motion of the ship with only
the squeaking of the rigging, the sound of the wind, and the sea hissing along the hull. Can you picture
SILVER LEAF when she was new meeting ymder full sail at sea and exchanging some flag hoists with
you? First she would be most beautiful, all white with a bit of black trim, as Grandfather described her to
me, undea full suit of white sailsThe Canadian red ensign would be hoisted tatiezen gaff or mizzen

top on first meeting hefThe Canadian red ensign was tBanadian flag for many years. It was identical to
the plain red ensign flown by al/l British merchant st
Canadian Coat of Armon the flySILVER LEAF flew the Canadian red ensign flown from 1868 to 1921

that | will explain later.

SILVER LEAF, either under her ensign or next to it in clear view, would break heteftter signal code
call TQMF in a vebtealtbh [tnemeaByg thattatim 6he fl ags
then hoisted to the top and with a quick jerk these flags break and fly free. The ensign is never hoisted this



way, but all signal hoists are. In other words, it is hard to notice anythhtmen all of a sudden you get a

virtual explosion of colour. It is hard to believe these old merchant ships would break their signal hoists.

The majority probably simply hoisted each signal and
warship waknown.

SILVER LEAF was a most beautiful sight and nothing at sea these days can compare. When you have read
her signals made thus far, break your Answering Pennant. SILVER LEAF will then lower her TQMF hoist
and break the following in this order:

1" Port from which last sailed.
2nd: Destination.
3 Number of days out.

4™ Longitude.

The Answering Pennant and Cdéleg were/are one and the samdriangular pennant twice as long as
the signal flags in use, consisting of vertical bars, thedeseparated by two white all of equal width.

For an example we will pretend we met Grandfather bound for Canning, Nova Scotia, with a cargo of
molasses from Havana, Cuba. SILVER LEAF will fly code hoist AXNW, the code for Havana. When you
fly your Answeing Pennant she will replace this hoist with code hoist BCER, the code for Canning, Nova
Scotia. If SILVER LEAF had departed Havana six days ago she would replace the BCER hoist with Code
Flag under code UG. There were no flags for the figures and orte Agdhese three flags in order to

make the digit 6. At least this was the simplest way from the Section Code Flag Under Two Flags Numeral
Table, rather than using the Section on Numeral Signals described in my last description of The
International Codef Signals. If SILVER LEAFRMakes the Longitude 68 degreessishe will fly Code

Flag over GB, from the Section Code Flag Over Two Flags. She would replace each hoist with the next
once you answer her with your Answering Pennant each time. One wouldhairikwas much easier to
receive rather than transmit a message. One simply looked up each code as copied, whereas when one
transmitted they would have to find the information and the proper code they wanted to convey. The
Captain and a mate or two coddd making these signals, which would make it easier than one working
alone.

After this SILVER LEAF might make any communication she desired. Naturally the ship you are in is
doing the same, but for those who could take the time to do nothing but emjagw it would certainly

be something to behold. The many signal flags would make additional colour to an already colourful sight.
When SILVER LEAF had finishegshe would likely fly hoist DJX, meaning adieu or farewell.

There were four types of statiwfisted in this Signal Book: An International Signal Station, A Time Signal

Station, A Weather or Ice Signal Station and A Life Saving Station, and these stations are noted by a

special sign alongside their folatter code for their place name. Haliffdgva Scotia, is listed as having a

Life Saving Station (the one at Duncanbds Cove) and a
Signal Station must have supplied some weather signals of some description via a few flags or balls. One

could not commuriate to any office via this station, although this signal station would notify the station at

Citadel Hill in Halifax that this vessel was inbound.

On occasion if the two ships knew each other and the weather permitted, they would stop and communicate
by means of rowboats. On other occasions they would sail close to each other and communicate by the
spoken word. The most colourful sight of all was when they met and happened to be going in the same
direction. Invariably they would adjust the sails in ortdeobtain every ounce of speed. No one could resist

a race and the race would be on. The only damage that could be caused from this was to have a mast carried
away or a sail blown out. So common were these incidents that no one ashore would pay anytattent

them, not so today. If the crews in these modern behemoths try to do a little racing, the office would fire
them for the fuel they would waste. The best | have ever seen is to catch a sister ship advising the office of
her ETA (estimated time of aval). If she were headed for the same dock, as we were, | would give this

ETA to my Captain who would adjust our ETA, if appropriate, a-halfr or so ahead of the other ship so

we could have the dock first. If it did create any response from the diipat siould merely be in the

form of the other Radio Off&r tapping, wise guy, smart alecsome such mundane crack to me, and at



that he would never dare tap fismart asso over the air
remember was when assér ship caught my ETA. Her Captain sent his with arvioute time difference

trying to grab the dock ahead of us. When | showed 1t}
the hell does he think he i s ? oongthedthelcrevcsa lliotallyt her e was
ignored the other operator, and let on | had never caught his ETA. We were already running, at our

maximum revolutions on our old steam turbine percolator so there was nothing to do but wait for the word

from the powers thiebe ashore. If | remember correctly we were odd man out and merely idled back to a

dull movement and slid into the anchorage, dropped our hook (anchor), and waited our turn.

CANADIAN RED ENSIGN

Canada was the first of the British Colonies to gain a fafrindependence from the mother country, Great
Britain, and this produced an incident worth mentioning. The BNA ships came under British rule, law,
customs, traditions, and what have you. They were required to fly the red ensign as any other British
regigered, or flag ship. Around the time Canada was formed some of the crews of the BNA ships felt they
should be entitled to something more than a plain olc
defaced their ensign with an assortment of pagamdlia, anything resembling something of Canada. This

was more often than not, a maple leaf, a cluster of maple leaves, a beaver, or some such design, on the fly.
This created quite a commotion among the powers that be back in the mother country. Ehdyadeset

against it and felt we colonials should be given a good lesson in proper flag etiquette. Surprisingly, the
British officials here in the colony, as it was known, were in favour of this practice and actually assisted in
same to the poirdf bringng about theCanadian Red Ensign, the red duster with the Canadian Coat of

Arms on the fly.

There were actually several of these Canadian Red Ensigns. The first had the coats of arms of the first four

provinces to form the Dominion of Canada and thisigmflew from 1868 until 1921. The Parliament

Building in Ottawefirst flew this ensigrin 1904 when it replaced the British Union Flag better known as

the Union Jack. The Canadian Coat of Arms with three green maple leaves flew from 1921 until 1957.

Thenfrom 1957 until 1965 th€anadian Ensign had ti@ganadian Coat of Arms with three red maple

leaves andlith a slight change in the Irish harp, and this was the Canadian flag or emsigRebruary

15" 1965, when the Canadian red and white mapleleafff was adopted as this countr

Wikipedia
18687 1921

Wikipedia

19217 1957



Wikipedia
19571 1965

The flag of Canada since J&M local time February 1% 1965.
I had worked the night shift 8teslin Aeradio, Teslin Yukon Territory but stayed up in ordeefdace this
flag with the Canadian red ensign. | wantethéocone of the first to fly this flag. | was one of the first but
one of the last because the Yukeas the last arda Canaddo turn 10AM local time. My wife recorded
this event with our old 8mm home movie camera.

THE TELEPHONE

When the telegraph and telephone first went into service, a good many people became involved in many
companies, to produce and operate these new gaBgeisg the first years of their use they were owned,
operated, sold, and maintained by many companies. Many of these first companies were amalgamated to
form the companies we know today. Just as many went broke financially and disappeared without leaving
any noticeable record of their existence. There were many financial wars between various forms of

business to control the operation of these pieces of equipment. Therefore this installation rotated as much or
more on the amount of money available as itatidhe actual service it would provide to people in general.

To invent the telephone, telegraph, and later wireless telegraphy and make them functional was something
but to sell same to the average person was something else. Several units, or evéghtvbe, pnactical in

an area but one unit by itself would be useless. Therefore the first telephones were purchased by fairly large
organizations to use as an intercom between their various offices, homes, warehouses, and so on.

The late Mr. J. Furber Mahall, Historian/Archivist, Maritime Telegraph and Telephone Company Limited
stated:

AThe telephone first came to Nova Scotia in August
appeared in various Nova Scotia communities as intercom systémeehbenome and office, store and

1¢



warehouse, and the like. In the fall of 1879 a Toronto firm, the Dominion Telegraph Company, converted
part of its Halifax network of telegraph lines into a telephone exchange. For the first time, Nova Scotia
telephone usercould ask an operator for a telephone connection. The rival Western Union Telegraph
Company quickly followed with a competing exchange in Halifax.

In 1880 the Bell Telephone Company of Canada was formed and within the year they moved into Halifax
and tak over both telephone companies, those of the Dominion Telegraph Company and Western Union
Telegraph Company. Bell operated in Nova Scotia for about seven years during which time the telephone
became better known and businessmen from Cape Breton to Marmealizing its potential began

organizing local and regional companies. By 1887, it was obvious that Bell was overextended and would
not be making the investments in Nova Scotia necessary to provide a provincial network. This produced the
incorporationof the Nova Scotia Telephone Company, and they began the consolidation of all the

telephone companies in the province, a process which was not completed in 1910 when Maritime
Telegraph and Telephone Company was formed with even wider areas of consalidatiod.

There is no known record of the Maritime Telegraph and Telephone Company ever having used telegraph
within its operations. When the Company was named, it was a practice to obtain as wide corporate powers
as possible at the time of incorporat@sma hedge against the telegraph companies later obtaining legal

i njunction against the telephone companyb6s operati ons:¢
cable and telegraph companies were powerful enemies in the early days of theneleypdiness.

Maritime Telegraph and Telephone have traditionally offered private wire telegraph services to allow their
customers to communicate by keagdsounder and teletypewriter, first on a private wire basis and more
recently on a dialip exchangedsis (TWX). One technical reason in the earlier days was that a Morse leg
could be superimposed on existing telephone circuits with little or no degradation to the voice path with
little effort and expense. Further, these Morse Legs could be talimiaad together through mechanical
repeaters to cover great distances when voice transmission was limited through lack of thetwaeuum
amplifier.o

Mel Saunders retired several years ago from a lifetime as a telegraph operator on the landline through the
Annaplis Valley. His most distant direct contact was Calgary, Alberta. At the time Mel was operating at
Windsor and had the Wire Chief of each line connect him direct to Calgary for some long messages he had
been asked to deliver. He said he had a very gaad the all the way to Calgary and had no trouble

delivering these long messages.




G. B. Roscoe
This is he Government Wharf at Kingsport, Nova Scatiartly after a Cornwallis Valley Railroad train

was able to back down on to this wharfie CVR opene this line in 1890 and this photograph may have
been taken as much as ten years later in TBi8.was the terminus of the railroad line from Kentville to
Kingsport, where the trains met the small steam packets that landed passengers and freighitfdamnrSai
New Brunswick. The one meeting this train could be the BRUNSWICK, but | was unable to identify either
it or the tern schooner outbourkthere is a ramp at this site in 2007 for launching boats.

Another good example of what Mr. Marshall states thasrailroad from Kentvi# through Centreville to
Westonand from Centreville in the other direction as far as the wharf at Kingsport, which has now
disappeared. This line was constructed with horses and wagons, quite a feat when you look at some of the
rough terrain that had to be filled and leveled. The line to Weston was constructed in 1913 and the various
stations along the route were fitted with telegraph and the corresponding lines. A very severe snow and ice
storm did much damage and destroyedeH&®s on December £31913. For some reason when these

lines were repaired, they were used for telephones and not telegraph. Possibly the cost of renting this
telephone intercom system was more attractive than hiring telegraph operators for tMsdinef the

railway stations on this line had no agent for many of the years they were in operation. Any business was
carried out with the conductor of the train involved. Centreville did have a telegraph and had call code CV.
The Grafton station on thigke had an emergency type telegraph key and sounder. This one was complete
with long poles in order to attach this unit to the wires passing nearby without having to climb a telegraph
pole.

During the time the telegraph was the main means of communidatitire railroads and many of the

villages these railroads served, the majority (if not all) of the various elements on these lines carried these
emergency units. Many an incident took place for example where someone working on the tracks became
injured. The Foreman of the job would then get out his sounder and key, climb up the closest telegraph pole
and connect same. He then sent down the line the nature of his request (or requests) and could if need be
alert the next train to stop and take the injuretspn to the closest medical centre. Naturally any request

could be made over such a unit and most people in such positions knew enough of the operation in order to
make this communication. Now this is handled by mobile radiotelephones and the cell ah@nettably

taken over a lot of this communication.



During the time the Grafton station and the others making up this railroad line were in service, if for any
reason the telephone equipment became inoperative, communications could be establishgchpia tele
over the same lines providing the lines were not totally disrupted because of a serious break.

Mr. Marshall continues:

AThe earliest known telephone directory for the Campe

listings for any subscribein this area, it does have toll rates covering Chebucto Head Lighthouse,

Fergusondéds Cove, Sambro, and Herring Cove. This woul c

description in the area, probably what were called toll stations or in modern texgyinpay phones. The

first reference to telephone services in Nova Scotia communities are the Station Statistics in the company
magazine, starting in January 1908. There Sambro appears as an exchange in January 1908 with four
telephones and steadily growmstil, with the first Maritime Telegraph and Telephone directory, for 1911,
l'ist the Marconi Wireless Station at Camperdown,
Cove, and Sambro, plus ten private telephones. There are no telephone ronder®f them and the
exchange Agent is listed as Mr. Brown, the manager at Halifax. This indicates that there really was no
exchange at Sambro, merely a long party line out of the main Halifax exchange, St. Paul, on Salter Street at
the head of Grany# Street. This exchange existed from 1892 until 1916, and was replaced by the Bishop
Exchange on Sackville Street. This arrangement lasted aboufif@rtyears, until the Lorne Exchange dial
service was extended to the area, succeeded in 1963 by BpBExfidhange seice and still later by the

Kett h Har bour Exchange. 0

Therefore from the time the telephone was installed at the Camperdown Signal Station until this station
closed in 1953, it remained nothing more than a party line. This line had thecBhelead Lighthouse,

the Pilotage Office in Halifax, the Citadel Hill Signal Station while it remained in service, the Signal
Station on the top of the Post Office building on George Street which replaced it, and the Camperdown
Wireless Station after it ¢gredservice. Places like that, whighovided that type of service.

The telephone was introduced on the southeast side

counties of Nova Scotia in 1886 and through the peninsula of Digby neck to Wéstp838. These
telephones would have been connected with the other telephones in the province shortly after this date.

I have no record of Great Grandfather Spicer sailing into Halifax in SILVER LEAF. The procedure they

would have followed would haveebn no different than that followed by so many for so many years. On
entering the harbour approaches they would have flown the Canadian Red Ensign and more than likely just
below it, the letters TQMF in a vertical line. Flying these signal letters wasrtknowa nd st i | | i s,
her Number 0. On her foremast she would have fl own
had been the United Statethe United States flag, if she had been coming from another port in the

province she would havilown either the Canadian Red Ensign or the Union Flag. Likewise for whatever

port it involved.

When SILVER LEAF was sighted by the signal station at Camperdown the duty signalman would make
note of this, look her up in his code books and pass the wang & the appropriate authorities. For years

this was done by visual signals. Now that the telephone was in use it was done via telephone. If there had
been any questions he would have signaled to SILVER LEAF passing along the questions or answers.
Naturdly SILVER LEAF could have made any queries to him that she felt necessary. For many years the
Citadel Hill station would fly the house flag corresponding to the approaching vessel. The Shipping Agents
and the citizens of Halifax became accustomed to kgegpiclose watch on this signal tower. They would

then know of any arrival and naturally those involved were forewarned and able to do all necessary for
berthing the vessel on arrival, seeing to the discharging of cargo, loading cargo if necessargeaedin
helping to speed up the arrival and departure of any vessel.

One of the first telephones installed in the village of Sambro was that of James L. Hart, the local postmaster
and storekeeper. This enterprise was taken over by his son C. W. Harstaken over from him by

Helen and Alfred Gray in 1970. Helen learned the Post Office routine while working for C. W. Hart and
thereby knew the routine well when she and husband Alfred took over.
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Douglas Hale
This isMrs. Jim Moody talking on a telephe at Grafton, Nova Scotia, February 1955. This telephone was

in the Berwick telephone exchange and is the telephone in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Hale. Mrs.

Hal e was Mr s. Moodyds daughter Jenni e. phbrenni e was a t
Company at Grafton before she was married. The Farmers Telephone Company was formed in 1898 and

was one of the many small telephone companies that operated throughout Nova Scotia. The Nova Scotia

Telephone Company began the consolidation of allelehone companies in the province, a process




which was not completed in 1910 when Maritime Telegraph and Telephone Company was formed with
even wider areas of consolidation in mind. | must quote Mr. Marshall;

A Mr s. Moody i s usi nagnewhickwamlistgdrag 22P an they Berwick Exehlingep Ih
is the standard Type 1317E or 1317CG built by Northern Electric from original designs of Western Electric
in the United States going back to around 1900.

The three dry cell batteries used to potertransmitter required half the size of this telephone.

The signaling was done by turning a bamadakAGngeéeher at gt
inside. This produced about 90 volts of 20 hertz AC current which was sufficient tapriegdO sets of
telephone bells on a line up to 40 or 50 miles long.

A special arrangement was used to call the operator without ringing all the bells on the line. A small black
button (seen in the photo an inch back of the middle hinge) was deprdstetuming the crank and the
operatords Il ine signal (drop) No. 247 would fall

Our principal problem with this set was replacing batteries for people who habitually listened in on the line.

My old mentor showed me how to prove this fault by checkindléek paint on the back of the

transmitter fAcupo. I f it was worn off it was highly i
over the Afunnel d mout hpiece to block out background
the back of théransmitter cup, gradually wearing the paint. At the same time they were listeuily

draining the batteries.

The uppe telephone is a Type 1293GP, common battery
magnetoodo). Again thesi g af Welsd eX N0 El ercda ,r ifei rst built
ther ecei ver o system. The dial was added around 1919 an
North End Halifax.

The drastic reduction in size was accomplished through elimindfidme generator and batteries, as all
current required for both transmitter energy and signaling came in over the line from a large bank of glass
storage cells in the exchange.

Lifting the receiver closed ane imtsetrenmlwassvifimainutal ditu
switchboards, a light in front of the operator. I f tr
pulled up a relay in the dial exchange to start the automatic sequence of dial tone, etc.

Berwick skipped the manuatage, moving straight from the magneto to dial on 21 October 1954. So
therefore, everybody had two telephones through the late summer of 1954 with instructions to continue
using the old one until probably 10 p.m. on that date, therefore changing ®ntsen

The Hal ebds

nu r
new number479 pr ob

mber ing al so cha22gheid: i nsteac
ably gave m |l ong, short, |l ong, or sot
The new Berwick dial system us#dee digit numbers for the one party line and three digits plus a code

digit for the party lines. | do not have the code conversion table at hand but | would guess thantyulti

lines were | imited to 10 t el ededandibketoeglehalfofthene wi t h A

s
customers on a |line). I n other words each customer h

MARCONI 6s FI RST STATI ONS

Guglielmo Marconi was successful in obtaining transatlantic communications from a temporarytstati

set up on Signal Hill, Newfoundland, to one at Poldu, Cornwall, England, on December 12, 1901. He was
unable to obtain permission to operate a permanent station in Newfoundland, because of an agreement
made with the Newfoundland Government and thel€&ompanies operating transatlantic cable service,
therefore this Signal Hill station was moved to a permanent location at Glace Bay, Nova Scotia, in 1902.




Public Archives Nova Scotia

This is Guglielmo Marconi on the left and James Harris at GlaceNsaa Scotia, March 17 1907. Mr.

Harris is operating the receiving portion of the station. This station passed telegrams between Canada and
Europe and did not communicate with ships.
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Public Archives Nova Scotia
This is Leonard R. Johnstone opergtine transmitting portion of lace Bay, Nova Scotia, on March™,7
1907. This station used a two letter call sign and by 1923 there were six such stations in Canada:

DR Birdés Hill, Wi nnipeg, Manitoba 3400 meters
DO Glace Bay, Nova Scotia 3000 meter

GB Glace Bay, Nova Scotia 7925 meters

DQ Markham, Ontario 3300 meters

FC Montreal, Quebec 13,150 meters

BC Vancouver, British Columbia 25,850 meters

The last three stations had not gone on the air by 1923 and therefore most of the messagadiadti
this station via the landline telegraph. In other words it more or less served as an over the Atlantic Ocean
link for the landline although there were undaeater landline cables in service.

In 1904 the Marconi Company was issued a licensed{Ztnadian Government to set up a system of

radio stations to serve shipping approaching the East Coast and St. Lawrence River. The first station to go
on the air in 1904 was Fame Point, Quebec, on Juharbthe first contact was with the Allen Line

R.M.S. PARISIAN outward bound.

The first merchant ship to be fitted with wireless was the German, Norddeutscher Lloyd, passenger liner
KAISER WILHEIM DER GROSSE. The installation of this station was completed on Febru&rg 0.

The next merchant shipas the Belgian steamer PRINCESSE CLEMENTINE that was fitted in November
1900 and operated on the Dover, England, to Ostend, Belgium, route. All Canadian ships were British at
this time and for many years after. | found conflicting detail on which Britistthant ship held this



distinction. Some claim the Cunard Liner LUCANIA in 1901, but | was unable to locate the actual date the
equipment was ready for service. Others claim the British Liner LAKE CHAMPLAIN whose installation
was completed and ready forgee in May 1901. There were many passenger liners in service at this

time, sailing to various places on the globe, ships being the best and in most cases the only means of
transportation during that era. Therefore some of the many were fitted, althosgkhipping

organizations felt this new toy would be only a passing fad and if they did their best to humour it along, it
would soon disappear and be forgotten.

Looking back, these first shipboard operators must have thoroughly enjoyed themselveswshddnot

know what to make of them so more or less ignored them. Their equipment was capable of a range of only

a few miles, so once they passed out of this range they had little to do. For the most part they merely played
with their equipment and impssed any of the opposite sex they could entice into witnessing a

demonstration. This demonstration must have been the biggest racket most of them had ever witnessed, and
anyone who could communicate any distance with such an apparatus must have beam @deeel up

near their God. And to think | missed it. The best | ever managed was a little chat with a Navy buddy in
Morse code on our car horns. I f it didnét i mpress
candidates for the two biggesttauo ever pass the farm we went by.

These first sets (both ashore and afloat) were naturally very primitive but were to remain basically the same
for about three decades. They were known as spark sets; the transmitter consisted mainly of a coil coupled
to a longpiece of wire for the aerial. Thevd rods on top of the set which were placed end to end with a

gap between the two adjoining ends. When the telegraph key was pressed or closed, electricity would be
applied to these rods causing a spark to juromfthe end of one to thehar. Therefore the term spark and

the operator became known on board as Sparks or Sparkie and the term stuck to the very end. All of my
personal effects which | carried with me at sea over the years were clearly marked RiadioSOf5.

Roscoe because all on board knew me only as Sparks or Sparkie and only a few of the officers would have
known my name.

The first receivers were primitive forms of crystal sets using a coherer as the main receiving component
until the actual crgtal material was discovered. Actually these first sets more or less created a healthy burst
of electrical static which is the reason they have been outlawed for many years. There was no such thing as
a frequency band, you were either heard or not heaithédirst few years. Once they became more

popular a schedule was set up and each ship fitted was permitted a certain time to transmit while in a
certain area. There were no laws governing the operation of this apparatus for more than the first decade of
its operation, merely laws governing the licensing of the stations. The operators for the most part were
landline telegraph operators who went to sea and served on the coast stations. No uniform type of code was
used. You merely used any of the many codesode the receiving station could understand.

THE FIRST OPERATORS AND CANADIAN STATIONS

These first primitive wireless sets were most frustrating to operate at times. With no laws or jurisdiction
other than some company instructions to go by, theulagg sometimes heard would offend delicate ears.

One favourite term was GTH for Go To Hell. If someone got nasty, he flashed up his transmitter for
maximum power and threw a book on his key creating as much interference as possible. The sets were
never degned with much safety in mind and many old operators have been tossed in their grave with a
number of scars on their hands from getting burnt by the sparks emitted from these old sets. But from this
has grown our expanding communication networks. Fams,Rpuebec, was our first station as stated and

the other five to enter service that first year, 1904, were Heath Point, Anticosti; Point Amour, Labrador;
Belle Isle, Cape Ray; and Cape Race, Newfoundland. These first stations could communicate for maximum
distances of between 60 and 130 miles.

The first Canadian ships to be fitted were CANADA, MINTO, and STANLEY. All three were fitted in

1904, but | have been unable to locate the actual date. | presume sometime in the spring and all three were
owned and perated by the Canadian Government, and were known by the prefix DGS (Dominion
Government Steamer). CANADA was assigned to the Department of Fisheries and MINTO and
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STANLEY were specially constructed to provide a ferry service between the province & Pdwerd
Island and the mainland.
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Warren E. Hagar

This is the DGS STANLEY in 1930.

The CANADA was using wireles® wa$lusiodg OMTocaadhdsBEHTAN

was using ASTO. One would assume this was the suffix
Marconi stations were using at the time. Apparently this is not so. A 1912 listing states all three calls had
thesuffx ADO. This must have been used to indicate Domin

The radio stations at Cape Bear, Prince Edward Island, and Pictou, Nova Scotia, opened in 1906 to provide
communications with the MINTO andf8NELY mainly. Alf Lawton stated in his attempt to record this

hi story that Cape Bear was assigned Neithericalcodede ABEO ar
is listed in a 1912 list of these stations provided by Laval Desbiens so | am unable to confirm this.

Taking a serious look at the sites chosen by the Marconi organization for these first coastal stations, one is
given the feeling they were chosen as much for their beauty as for their communication capabilities. Most
were located at very good locations sa tha operators had a good view of the surrounding area. Of ten
these operators fixed up the actual grounds with flowering bushes and the like, making the station a very
nice homelike setting. Most of these sites were located on the highest hill in¢hendth the idea of

obtaining maximum range from the equipment because of this elevation.

The Camperdown Signal Station site was one of these locations and established as part of this undertaking.
Ground was broken on Thursday, Mad$; 4905, for the corruction of the station that was fitted and ready
for service on Wednesday, June"14905.

When the Camperdown station was completed and ready for service on Yutie bhbleship MACKAY
BENNETT was ordered to conduct tests with the station in dodgive some indication of its useful
range. These tests for one reason or another did not take place until Monday,"Jur939
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Michael Christie
This is he crew erecting the antenna at Camperdown 1905. Left to right: Alf Pettipas, B.S.Y. Clifton,
Captain Henry R. Cook, the next two are unknown, J. D. Taylor, Sam Pettipas and an unknown rigger.




Michael Chistie
This isCamperdowrin 1906

The Marconi International Marine Communications Company Limited
This is a museum display of a typical five kilatvwireless coast statidrom 194 until 1918




R. J. fADicko Roscoe
This is ashipboard wireless station of around 1910 on display at the Museum of Science and Technology,
Ottawa, Ontario.




R. J. ndécko Ros
This is two views oftie Spark Receiver on display at the Museum of Science and Technology, Ottawa,
Ontario.




R. J. fADicko Roscoe
This is he Transmitting Key of the Spark Transmitter on displap@tMuseum of Science and
Technology, Ottawa, Ontario.

R. J. AiDi cko Roscoe
This is he Spark Transmitter of the Shipboard Station on display at the Museum of Science and
Technology, Ottawa, Ontario.







